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NAMBLA  Contests  Exclusion  from  NY  Ctr. 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

NEW  YORK  —  The  North 
American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc¬ 
iation  (NAMBLA)  has  filed  a 
complaint  alleging  that  the  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Community  Services 
Center  here  illegally  discriminated 
against  the  group.  The  complaint, 
filed  with  the  City  Commission  on 
Human  Rights  during  the  first 
week  of  December,  claims 
discrimination  in  public  accom¬ 
modation  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation. 

However,  “NAMBLA  has  no 
basis  to  file  a  complaint,”  accor¬ 
ding  to  Chas.  Bennett  Brack  of  the 
Commission  of  Human  Rights. 
“They  are  charging  that  they  are 
being  discriminated  against 
because  they  are  into  intergenera- 
tional  relationships.  Well,  that’s 
not  ‘sexual  orientation’  as  defined 
by  Local  Law  2.” 

Local  Law  2,  popularly  known 
as  the  lesbian  and  gay  rignts  or¬ 
dinance,  bars  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  It 
defines  sexual  orientation  as  heter¬ 
osexuality,  homosexuality  or 
bisexuality.  “You  could  sleep  with 
a  yak  or  a  gnu  or  a  tree  or  a  Mas- 
arati,  but  that  isn’t  covered  under 
the  law,  the  law  is  not  open  to  that 
interpretation,”  according  to 
Brack.  “It  doesn’t  cover  a  wide 
range  of  people:  it  doesn’t  cover 
drag  queens  or  transsexuals,  for 


example.” 

Further,  the  Commission  can’t 
proceed  with  NAMBLA’s  com¬ 
plaint  because  it  was  not  properly 
filed.  According  to  Brack,  a  com¬ 
plaint  form  was  dropped  off  at  the 
Commission’s  offices;  Commission 
procedure  requires  that  people  fil¬ 
ing  complaints  meet  with  Commis¬ 
sion  staff. 

In  its  press  statement  announc¬ 
ing  the  filing  of  the  claim, 
NAMBLA  wrote  that  its  inten¬ 
tion  was  to  “give  the  Commission 
on  Human  Rights  an  opportunity 
to  demonstrate  whether  Local 
Law  2  really  does  protect  against 
discrimination,  or  whether  the  city 
winks  at  discrimination  by  certain 
persons  who  practice  the  very 
same  discrimination  that  they 
themselves  demand  protection 
against.” 

NAMBLA  member  Bob  Rhodes 
refused  to  comment  on  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  stand  until  the  group 
had  received  formal  notification 
from  the  city. 

The  dispute  behind  the  com¬ 
plaint  began  in  February  of  1985. 
At  that  time,  the  six-year-old 
Horatio  Alger  [New  York  City] 
Chapter  of  NAMBLA  applied  to 
the  Center’s  board  of  directors  for 
permission  to  rent  meeting  space. 

In  March  of  that  year,  the 
Center’s  board  voted  in  a  closed 


meeting  to  deny  NAMBLA’s  re¬ 
quest.  The  board  did  not  inform 
the  group  of  its  decision. 
NAMBLA  heard  through  the 
“grape-vine,”  however,  and  that 
May,  circulated  an  open  letter  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

The  letter  charged  that,  “The 
secretive  process  whereby  the 


By  David  Birman 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A 
conference  of  lesbian  and  gay 
elected  and  appointed  officials 
convened  November  20-23  here. 
The  conference  was  marked  by  a 
debate  over  the  partisan  identity 
and  financial  viability  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Democratic  Clubs 
(NAGLDC),  the  conference  spon¬ 
sor. 

The  NAGLDC  Board  met  dur¬ 
ing  the  conference  and  affirmed 
that  NAGLDC  will  focus  on  pro¬ 
moting  lesbian/gay  concerns  in  the 
1988  Presidential  elections  and  on 
a  lesbian  and  gay  candidates  pro  • 
ject.  The  group  aims  also  to  raise 
$100,000  to  fund  these  projects 
and  its  office  in  Washington. 

The  conference  also  featured 
discussions  by  lesbian  and  gay  of¬ 
ficials  and  activists  on  issues  rang¬ 
ing  from  sodomy  law  reform  to 
fundraising  and  getting  appointed 
to  public  office.  Also,  conference 
participants  attended  a  testimonial 
dinner  in  honor  of  Frank  Kameny 

and  the  Mattachine  Society.  Kam¬ 
eny  was  a  guiding  member  of  Mat¬ 
tachine  after  the  split  from  its  so¬ 
cialist  origins  twenty-five  years  ago. 

NAGLDC  is  a  four-year-old 
confederation  of  local  Democratic 
political  clubs  which  advocate  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights  and  support 
openly  lesbian  and  gay  candidates 
to  elected  office.  NAGLDC  cur¬ 
rently  funds  a  Washington  office 
and  a  one-person  staff,  Tom 
Chorlton,  who  is  resigning  as  of 
December  31  and  will  not  be 
replaced.  Chorlton  lobbies  the 
Democratic  National  Committee 
in  Washington  on  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  issues,  and  provides 
organizing  assistance  to  smaller 
clubs.  Sixteen  of  the  groups,  most¬ 
ly  from  large  cities,  including  New 
York,  San  Francisco,  Minneapo¬ 
lis,  Houston  and  Seattle,  voted  in 
NAGLDC’s  convention  on 
November  22. 

Over  10  representatives  from 
Massachusetts,  most  of  whom  are 
members  of  both  the  Bay  State 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Democratic  Club 
and  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance,  also  attended.  Con¬ 
stituting  the  largest  group  at  the 
conference,  the  delegates  included 
Kevin  McFadden,  an  openly  gay 
candidate  for  Massachusetts  State 
Senate  who  was  defeated  in  this 
year’s  election  and  David  Scon- 
dras,  Boston  City  Councillor. 
Scondras  lead  a  teach-in  during 
the  conference  on  AIDS  research, 
treatment  and  funding. 

Supporters  as  well  as  critics  of 
NAGLDC  agree  the  Democratic 
National  Committee  (DNC)  has 
not  adequately  addressed  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  agenda.  They  cite  in 
particular,  the  DNC’s  termination 
in  1985  of  the  special  interest 


board  reached  its  decision,  and  the 
arrogant  nature  of  its  denial,  sug¬ 
gest  that  it  wants  a  Community 
Center  without  a  community,” 
and  asked  for  support  of 
NAMBLA’s  “right  to  meet  in  the 
Center.” 

The  membership  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Independent  Democrats 


caucus  system,  which,  they  say, 
gave  lesbian  and  gay  Democrats  in 
1984  a  strong  presence  in  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Presidential  Convention. 
Rick  Stafford,  a  DNC  Board 
member  and  a  NAGLDC  activist, 
complained,  “The  Democratic 
Party  wants  my  vote  and  my  work, 
but  not  me.  In  1988  they  will  give 
us  lip  service.”  Paul  Kunstler,  an 
activist  from  Washington,  D.  C., 
remarked,  “I  doubt  our  organiza¬ 
tion  has  any  real  effectiveness 
now.  We’re  viewed  by  the  DNC  as 
a  drain  on  its  resources. 
[NAGLDC]  needs  an  executive 
leadership  with  the  ability  to  raise 
large  sums  of  money.  Then  we  can 
go  to  the  DNC  on  our  issues.”  ’ 

The  debate  over  NAGLDC’s 
future  was  triggered  by  the 
association’s  increased  contacts 
with  non-partisan  and  non-Dem- 
ocratic  gay  political  groups.  Staf¬ 
ford  supported  a  proposal  to 
change  NAGLDC  into  a  non¬ 
partisan  or  multi-partisan 
organization.  He  said  “This  pro¬ 
posal  will  send  a  message  to  the 
Democrats  that  we  won’t  be  taken 
for  granted  any  more.”  A  letter  to 
the  clubs  written  by  Christine  Rid- 
diough,  current  President  of 
NAGLDC,  and  co-signed  by  Kurt 
Vordan,  ex-treasurer  of  the  group, 
viewed  the  problem  bleakly:  “If 
the  National  Association  is  to  sur¬ 
vive  past  this  year,  significant 
changes  must  be  made.  A  less  than 
perfect  organization  is  better  than 
none  at  all.” 

The  proposal  failed  to  carry  by 
the  two-thirds  majority  necessary 
under  the  by-laws  of  NAGLDC. 
However,  a  majority  of  the  club 
representatives  voting  at  the  con¬ 
ference  supported  it.  Chorlton, 
who  agreed  with  the  proposal,  said 
that  despite  the  lack  of  a  two-thirds 
majority,  “We  will  redouble  our 
efforts  to  work  with  non-partisan 
groups.” 

Lance  Ringel,  a  member  of 
Lambda  Independent  Democrats 
of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  suggested 
after  the  debate  that  NAGLDC 
disband.  “Its  time  has  come  and 
gone,”  he  stated.  “When  an 
organization  is  having  difficulties, 
you  don’t  fix  it  by  making  it  big¬ 
ger,”  he  added.  Ringel  said  his 
group  was  barred  from  voting 
because  it  has  not  paid  dues  since 
early  1985. 

The  conference  also  featured 
three  “Speak  Out”  programs  by 
leaders  of  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations,  and  about  twenty 
lesbian  and  gay  elected  and  ap¬ 
pointed  officials.  At  a  press  con¬ 
ference  the  lesbian  and  gay  of¬ 
ficials  discussed  their  work  on 
behalf  of  gay  rights  issues  as  well 
as  on  broader  local  issues  such  as 
housing,  schools,  arts  and  culture, 
and  environmental  protection. 


(GLID)  voted  to  write  a  letter  in 
support  of  NAMBLA  to  the  Cen¬ 
ter’s  board,  but  was  overruled  by 
its  own  executive  committee. 
Heritage  of  Pride,  which  puts  on 
New  York’s  June  lesbian/gay 
march,  and  the  Revolutionary 
Socialist  League  came  out  in  sup- 
Continued  on  page  11 


The  officials  hailed  from  Min¬ 
nesota,  Massachusetts,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  New  York,  California  and 
New  Hampshire,  among  other 
states. 

When  this  reporter  noted  the 
small  number  of  women,  the 
presence  of  only  one  Latino  and 
no  other  people  of  color  on  the 
panel,  Mayor  Steve  Schulte  of 
West  Hollywood,  Calif.,  said 
there  is  a  problem.  “We  must  ex¬ 
pand  our  outreach  to  support 
minority  candidates,”  he  said.  But 
Alan  Spear,  a  state  senator  from 
Minnesota,  stated,  “There’s  little 
we  can  do  as  elected  officials,  to 
increase  the  number  of  minority 
candidates.  We  can’t  ‘find’  them 
within  their  communities.” 

Four  issue  caucuses  at  the  con¬ 
ference  focused  on  civil  rights, 
sodomy  law  repeal,  anti-lesbian 
and  gay  violence,  and  on  lesbian 
and  gay  families. 

The  testimonial  dinner  was  at¬ 
tended  by  about  90  persons. 
Kameny  recalled  his  18-year  battle 
with  the  federal  Civil  Service  Com¬ 
mission  (CSC)  over  its  anti-gay 
employment  policies.  Kameny  said 
he  won  his  own  case  against  the 
CSC  in  1975  because  “I  didn’t  let 
society  stop  me;  I  made  society  ad¬ 
just  to  my  needs.”  Kameny  also 
reflected  on  the  achievements  of 
lesbian  and  gay  activists  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  saying 
“Washington  is  the  gay  political 
success  story.”  He  characterized 
New  York  City  as  a  “gay  horror 
story.” 

Chorlton  urged  the  diners  to  run 
for  office.  “There  is  no  substitute 
for  a  seat  at  the  table.  We  must  run 
and  run  again  for  elected  office. 
Every  year  more  and  more  qual¬ 
ified  lesbians  and  gay  men  run  for 
office.” 

NAGLDC  also  elected  a  new 
Executive  Board  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  The  new  President,  Chris 
Riddiough,  also  served  as  Presi¬ 
dent  for  the  Gertrude  Stein 
Democratic  Club  in  Washington. 
The  new  Vice  President  is  Dennis 
O’Mohundro,  from  Seattle. 
Lynne  Mattingly  from  Ft.  Lauder¬ 
dale,  Florida,  will  serve  as 
Secretary. 

The  group  also  elected  regional 
chairs.  Tom  Duane  from  New 
York  City  will  represent  the  Nor¬ 
theast;  Roberto  Esteves  from  San 
Francisco  will  represent  the  West; 
Gerry  Williams  will  represent  the 
Midwest;  Joe  Herzenberg  of 
Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina,  will 
represent  the  Southeast;  and  Paul 
Zell  will  represent  California. 
Eight  at-large  representatives  were 
also  selected,  including  four  men 
and  four  women. 

©  1986  David  Birman 


Springfield  foster  care  hearing 

Majority  Urges 
Foster  Policy  Change 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

SPRINGFIELD,  MA  —  The 
second  public  hearing  to  review 
proposed  changes  in  the  state’s 
foster  care  policy  confirmed 
support  for  a  new  policy  that 
would  not  discriminate  against 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  single 
foster  parents. 

The  December  4  hearing, 
sponsored  by  the  state-ap¬ 
pointed  foster  care  commis¬ 
sion,  reviewed  21  recommend¬ 
ed  changes  in  the  foster  care 
system.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  14, 
No.  18)  According  to  commis¬ 
sion  member  David  Tibbets, 
“Many  human  service  workers 
and  foster  parents  all  pretty 
much  supported  the 
recommendations  including  the 
placement  policy.” 

Opposition  to  the  proposed 
changes  in  policy  was  voiced  by 
two  or  three  members  of  the 
National  Federation  of  Decen¬ 
cy  who  cited  “all  sorts  of  anti¬ 
gay  propaganda,”  said  Tib¬ 
bets.  In  addition,  he  said  one 
foster  parent  spoke  of  concern 
that  children  placed  in  a  lesbian 
or  gay  home  would  suffer  from 
societal  anti -gay  pressures. 

The  proposed  placement 
policy  recommends  that  no 
"overriding”  criteria  such  as 
sexual  preference  be  used  to 
determine  a  person’s  eligibility 
to  become  a  foster  parent.  In 
addition,  it  recommends  that 
placement  decisions  be  made 
by  individual  social  workers. 
The  commission  will  vote  on 
the  policy  at  their  December  17 
meeting. 

Tibbets  said  he  expects  there 


will  be  minor  additions  in  the 
policy  due  to  the  public  hear¬ 
ings,  the  first  of  which  was  held 
in  Boston  on  December  3.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  21)  A  sec¬ 
tion  may  be  added  which  re¬ 
commends  that  social  workers 
work  with  the  biological  family 
of  the  child  first  and  then  con¬ 
sider  the  extended  family. 
Thirdly,  it  may  recommend 
that  social  workers  take  into  ac¬ 
count  “racial,  cultural  and 
special  needs”  of  the  child. 

While  this  addition  was  add¬ 
ed  in  part  to  appease  members 
of  the  commission  opposed  to 
the  proposed  placememt  pol¬ 
icy,  a  minority  opinion  in  dis¬ 
agreement  with  the  policy  is  ex¬ 
pected.  Father  Richard  Craig 
of  Catholic  Charities  and 
Father  Gary  Sullivan  will  be  fil¬ 
ing  such  an  opinion.  It  is  also 
expected  that  State  Represen¬ 
tative  Marie  Parente  will  join 
with  the  priests  on  that  opi¬ 
nion.  None  of  the  dissenters  on 
the  commission  could  be 
reached  for  comment. 

Some  lesbian  and  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  have  expressed  concern 
that  the  Catholic  Church  will 
fight  to  block  the  proposed 
placement  policy,  which  has 
also  been  actively  opposed  by 
Governor  Michael  Dukakis  and 
Human  Services  Secretary 
Philip  Johnston.  Tibbets  said 
he  remains  confident  that  the 
foster  care  commission  will  ap¬ 
prove  the  proposal.  All  21  pro¬ 
posals  will  then  be  sent  to 
Johnston’s  office  for  review. 


At  conference  of  gay  elected  officials 

Les/Gay  Democratic  Clubs 
Debate  Partisan  Status 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

"It  has  been  black  men  (as  well  as  black  women 
and  Native  Americans)  who  have  provided  in  this 
culture  the  most  inspiring  directions  for  everyone's 
freedom.  As  a  daughter  of  these  men  I  did  not  hear  a 
double  standard  when  they  urged  each  person  to  be 
free,  even  if  they  intended  to  impart  one.  When 
Malcolm  said:  Freedom,  by  any  means  necessary,  I 
thought  I  knew  what  he  meant.  What  Martin  said: 
Agitate  nonviolently  against  unjust  oppression,  I 
assumed  he  also  meant  in  the  home,  if  that’s  where 
the  oppression  was.  When  Frederick  Douglass  talked 
about  not  expecting  crops  without  first  plowing  up 
the  ground,  I  felt  he’d  noticed  the  weeds  in  most  of 
our  backyards.  It  is  nearly  crushing  to  realize  there 
was  an  assumption  on  anyone's  part  that  black 
women  would  not  fight  injustice,  except  when  the  foe 
was  white.” 

—  Alice  Walker,  responding  to  the 
negative  reactions  of  some  Black  men  to  the  char¬ 
acter  of  "Mister”  in  the  book  and  movie  The  Color  Pur¬ 
ple,  Ms.  magazine,  November,  1986.  For  more  on  the 
debate  about  the  portrayal  of  Black  men  in  The  Color 
Purple,  see  GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.,  2. 


don’t  say  jenny  lives  with  eric  and 
martin 

LONDON  —  A  schoolbook  about  a  girl  who  lives 
with  her  father  and  his  male  lover,  Jenny  Lives  with 
Eric  and  Martin,  has  become  the  focus  of  attention  in 
a  stormy  debate  over  the  role  of  sex  education  in  the 
classroom. 

According  to  Associated  Press,  the  book  is 
among  27  titles  targeted  for  removal  from  school  cur¬ 
ricula  by  the  government  and  other  critics  of  the 
school’s  sex  ed  programs.  The  book,  originally 
published  in  Danish,  was  re-issued  in  English  by  Gay 
Men’s  Press.  It  is  only  available  to  children  who  have 
their  parent’s  consent. 

The  Inner  London  Education  Authority,  which 
runs  1,084  London  schools,  has  refused  to  ban  Jenny 
Lives  with  Eric  and  Martin,  as  well  as  the  other 
“blacklist”  books,  arguing  that  most  parents  want 
their  children  to  be  exposed  to  all  aspects  of  human 
sexual  behavior. 

But  critics  continue  to  argue  that  the  book  pro¬ 
motes  homosexual  tolerance  at  the  expense  of  tradi¬ 
tional  family  values,  and  thus,  should  be  excluded 
from  the  schools.  Education  Secretary  Kenneth  Baker 
has  called  the  book  homosexual  propoganda.  In  Oc¬ 
tober,  at  the  Conservative  Party’s  annual  conference 
he  again  condemned  the  book,  calling  it  “bigotry  mas¬ 
querading  as  equality,  and  intolerance  masquerading 
as  freedom.” 

Frances  Morrell,  leader  of  the  Education  Authori¬ 
ty  and  a  member  of  the  Labor  Party,  responded  to 
Baker’s  statement,  saying,  “Parents  do  set  up  with 
partners  of  the  same  sex.  Children  in  these  cir¬ 
cumstances  need  sensitive  help  and  counseling.  Mr. 
Baker  seems  not  to  care  about  such  children.” 

Although  sex  education  has  been  part  of  the  cur¬ 
ricula  of  London’s  public  schools  since  the  1960s,  the 
critics  say  a  trend  toward  more  explicit  materials  has 
spurred  the  outcry. 

However,  a  national  survey  indicates  that  96  per¬ 
cent  Of  parents  polled  want  their  children’s  schools  to 
continue  offering  sex  ed  classes. 

In  October,  an  attempt  to  pass  a  bill  giving 
parents  the  right  to  remove  their  children  from  sex  ed 
courses  was  defeated. 

—  Ben  Robbins 


operator  denies  request  for  gay 
phone  # 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  A  gay  Reverend  is  filing  a 
complaint  with  the  Washington,  D.C.  Human  Rights 
Commission  against  the  Chesapeake  and  Potomac 
Telephone  Co.  for  discriminating  against  its 
customers  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

On  November  6,  the  Reverend  Jerry  Sloan  dialed 
D.C  Information  to  obtain  the  number  for  the  National 
Gay/Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF).  According  to 
Sloan,  the  operator  who  answered  his  call  proceeded 
to  harangue  him  for  wanting  the  number  and 
launched  into  a  condemnation  of  homosexuality. 
Sloan  insisted  on  speaking  with  the  operator’s  super¬ 
visor,  who  in  turn  apologized  for  the  incident.  The  two 
were  then  cut  off  before  Sloan  was  able  to  obtain  the 
phone  number  for  NGLTF.  Sloan  then  called  again 
and  spoke  with  a  different  supervisor,  who  finally 
gave  him  the  number. 

Sloan  also  said  that  later  that  day  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  phone  company  apologized  for  the  “bad 
service”  and  explained  that  he  was  unable  to  trace 
the  call. 

Reverend  Sloan  is  president  of  the  Lambda  Com¬ 
munity  Fund  in  Sacramento.  He  recently  received 
$9,000  in  damages  from  the  Reverend  Jerry  Falwell  in 
another  anti-gay  related  case. 

—  Ben  Robbins 


buckley  retracts  tattoo  proposal 

NEW  YORK  —  William  F.  Buckley,  Jr.,  who  in  the 
New  York  Times  earlier  this  year  proposed  to  tattoo 
every  person  with  AIDS  (PWA),  has  recently  retracted 
his  statement.  According  to  the  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation  (GLAAD),  Buckley  was 
influenced  by  community  pressure  and  by  a  meeting 
he  attended  with  representatives  of  GLAAD  and  the 
Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  (GMHC). 

In  his  article  of  March  18,  Buckley  wrote  that 
every  PWA  should  be  “tattooed  in  the  upper  forearm, 
to  protect  common-needle  users,  and  on  the  but¬ 
tocks,  to  prevent  the  victimization  of  other  homosex¬ 
uals.”  Gay  men,  lesbians,  health  care  professionals, 
and  civil  rights  activists  across  the  country  reacted 
sharply  to  Buckley’s  suggestion.  GLAAD  organized  a 
demonstration  and  a  flood  of  telephone  calls  to  the 
National  Review,  of  which  Buckley  is  editor. 

At  his  meeting  with  GLAAD  and  GMHC,  Buckley 
said  he  had  decided  that  his  proposlal  was  an  “im¬ 
politic”  and  “impractical”  solution.  However,  accor¬ 
ding  to  GLAAD,  he  “refused  to  admit  the  basic  in¬ 
humanity  of  tattooing  human  beings  for  any  reason.” 
A  few  months  after  the  meeting,  Buckley  appeared  on 
ABC-TV’s  Nightline  and  publicly  retracted  his 
"tattoo”  proposal.  Buckley  also  recently  appeared  at 
an  AIDS  benefit  at  Mortimer’s  Cafe  here. 

—  Ben  Robbins 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Speakers  address  hun¬ 
dreds  gathered  on  November  27  to  commemorate  the 
1978  assassinations  of  gay  city  Superintendent 
Harvey  Milk  and  Mayor  George  Moscone.  The  annual 
march  was  also  a  memorial  to  people  who  have  died 
of  AIDS. 

Marchers  carried  signs  with  names  of  friends 
who  have  died  and  candles  which  were  placed  at  the 
base  of  a  monument  to  Abraham  Lincoln  in  front  of 
the  City  Hall. 


task  force  to  solve  gay  murders 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  A  special  task  force  has  been 
appointed  to  investigate  15  unsolved  homicides  in  the 
Minneapolis-St.  Paul  area.  Included  in  the  investiga¬ 
tion  are  the  killings  of  three  gay  men,  Floyd  Olson, 
Robert  Churchill,  and  Fred  Riga.  Thirteen  gay  men 
have  been  murdered  in  the  area  since  1984. 

According  to  Equal  Time,  gay  Minneapolis  City 
Council  member  Brian  Coyle  is  concerned  about  the 
slow  response  of  police  to  the  gay  killings.  He  claims 
police  have  neglected  to  follow  up  on  leads  supplied 
to  them  from  his  office. 

The  gay  murders  deserve  special  attention,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Coyle,  because  evidence  suggests  that 
they  may  have  been  perpetrated  by  a  serial  killer,  who 
is  likely  to  strike  again.  Many  of  the  gay  victims  have 
been  in  their  40s  and  50s,  and  most  live  near  the 
downtown  bar  district.  However,  Riga  and  Olson,  two 
recent  victims,  were  only  30.  Coyle  suggested  that 
they  may  have  been  targets  because  they  were 
“somewhat  on  the  fringe.”  Riga  was  deaf  and  Olson 
was  a  transvestite  and  a  prostitute. 

The  gay  male  community  is  forming  a  committee 
which  will  publicize  the  murders  and  put  pressure  on 
the  police  to  be  more  thorough  in  their  investigations. 
They  have  distributed  handbills  which  read,  “Play  it 
safe!  Don’t  go  home  with  strangers  —  no  matter  how 
hot  they  are.  If  you  do,  introduce  your  trick  to  a 
buddy.” 

*  *  * 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  Homicide  detectives  have 
revealed  to  the  press  the  positive  HIV  status  of  Floyd 
Olson,  a  gay  man  whose  murder  they  are  in¬ 
vestigating.  Equal  Time  reports  that  the  police 
justified  their  breach  of  confidentiality  by  claiming 
the  news  might  bring  forth  people  with  information 
about  Olson’s  death. 

Brian  Coyle,  a  gay  City  Council  member  here, 
said  he  was  disturbed  by  the  lesbian/gay 
community’s  silence  on  the  issue.  He  said,  “The 
police  released  the  HIV  status  of  the  victim,  and  there 
was  no  outcry  except  from  the  state  health  depart¬ 
ment  officials,  who  marched  into  the  mayor’s  office 
and  told  him  it  would  be  hard  to  do  a  confidential  test 
if  the  results  are  going  to  show  up  in  the  press.” 

—  Sharon  Haase 


disposable  syringes  for  heroin  users 

NEW  YORK  —  Disposable  hypodermic  syringes 
will  be  distributed  to  a  limited  number  of  heroin  users 
here  in  hopes  of  curtailing  the  spread  of  AIDS  among 
intravenous  drug  users. 

The  program,  announced  last  month  by  City 
Health  commissioner  Stephen  Joseph,  would  give 
needles  to  drug  users  who  are  awaiting  entry  into 
methadone  treatment  programs,  according  to 
Philadelphia  Gay  News.  If  no  reduction  of  the  spread 
of  AIDS  is  evident  after  “several  months,”  the  progam 
will  be  discontinued. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


only  english-speaking  jurors  welcome 

NEW  YORK  —  Five  potential  jurors  were  dis¬ 
qualified  from  serving  on  a  rape  case  brought  to  court 
by  a  Latina  on  the  grounds  they  knew  Spanish. 

According  to  Womanews,  Queens  Criminal 
Court  Judge  Cosmo  Di  Tucci  barred  the  Latina  jurors 
following  a  petition  for  such  action  by  the  defense  at¬ 
torney.  The  attorney  and  the  man  charged  with  at¬ 
tempted  rape  and  assault  are  also  Latino. 

The  attorney  claimed  that  the  jurors  would  be 
given  “special  knowledge”  of  the  case  because  they 
would  understand  the  Spanish  testimony  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  instead  of  just  listening  to  the  English  translator. 
This  knowledge,  he  said,  would  enable  them  to  get  a 
“more  complete  version  of  the  story  and  prejudice 
them  against  the  defendant.” 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


tongxinglian  (same-sex  love)  in  china 

BEIJING,  China  —  Homosexuality,  traditionally 
a  taboo  subject  here,  is  now  being  discussed  fre¬ 
quently  and  openly,  especially  among  university 
students.  This  new  candor  about  an  issue  usually 
seen  as  “the  foreigner’s  disease”  stems  in  part  from  a 
recent  national  effort  to  introduce  sex  education  in 
the  classrooms.  Impetus  for  the  homosexuality 
debate  also  comes  from  publicity  about  AIDS  and 
more  generally,  from  influence  of  the  Western  media 
via  Hong  Kong.  However,  homosexual  “acts”  are  still 
illegal  and  punishable  by  imprisonment  in  labor 
reform  camps. 

The  November  issue  of  Rites,  of  Toronto,  reports 
that  a  magazine  popular  among  young  people  has 
recently  featured  an  article  exploring  the  possible 
psychological  causes  of  homosexuality.  In  addition, 
a  textbook  used  for  sex  education  classes  offers  an 
explanation  of  the  various  understandings  of 
homosexuality.  A  steady  stream  of  Chinese-language 
books  and  films  from  Hong  Kong  has  also  given 
greater  exposure  to  homosexuality.  For  example,  a 
recently  aired  serial  about  the  life  of  a  Tang  dynasty 
empress  portrayed  homosexuality  among  the  “im¬ 
perial  elite.”  “We  Chinese  say  that  it  doesn’t  exist 
here,”  explained  one  student.  “After  seeing  the  film,  I 
had  to  accept  it.” 

According  to  Rites,  Chinese  sources  confirm  the 
existence  of  gay  and  lesbian  communities  among  in¬ 
tellectuals  and  high-ranking  officials  in  such  cities  as 
Shanghai  and  Beijing.  For  example,  a  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  of  70  members,  reportedly  “daughters  of  well- 
placed  officials  and  intellectuals,”  exists  in  Beijing. 
Yet  one  source  explained  that  these  women  are  les¬ 
bians  because  highly  educated  women  are  con¬ 
sidered  “mannish”  and  are,  therefore,  unable  to  find  a 
husband.  Other  sources  claim  that  homosexuality  is 
practiced  in  general  as  a  makeshift  for  heterosexual 
sex. 

—  Ben  Robbins 


Sacramento  holds  on  to  lesbian/gay 
rights 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  On  November  17,  the 
Sacramento  County  Registrar  of  Voters  disqualified 
an  initiative  calling  for  a  recall  vote  on  this  city’s  les¬ 
bian/gay  rights  ordinance.  With  17,152  signatures 
needed  to  qualify,  organizers  submitted  more  than 
23,000.  However,  a  random  sample  showed  that  only 
497  of  1,074  signatures  were  valid.  The  46  percent 
validity  rate  is  the  lowest  for  any  Sacramento  city  in¬ 
itiative  drive. 

“This  really  confirms  that  Sacramentans  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  efforts  to  legislate  bigotry  and 
homophobia,”  said  ordinance  co-author  Ron  Gray. 
"Sacramento  ought  to  take  a  lot  of  pride  in  looking  at 
their  community  as  one  that  tolerates  diversity.” 

Most  of  the  invalid  signatures  came  from  people 
who  live  in  Sacramento  County  but  outside  the  city 
limits.  Sacramento’s  suburbs  are  much  more  conser¬ 
vative  than  the  city  itself.  The  suburban  area  is  the 
power  base  of  conservative  anti-tax  campaigner  Paul 
Gann’s  organization,  People’s  Advocate,  which  spon¬ 
sored  the  initiative  along  with  an  ad  hoc  group  called 
the  Let  the  People  Decide  Committee. 

The  Sacramento  lesbian/gay  rights  ordinance 
was  passed  last  March  by  a  7-2  vote  of  the  City  Coun¬ 
cil.  Ordinance  supporters  had  already  begun  planning 
for  an  anticipated  recall  vote.  “We  were  ready,  but  I’m 
thankful  we  won’t  have  to  do  anything,”  said  activists 
Kevin  Braaten-Moen.  “Our  community  has  other 
things  to  spend  its  time,  money  and  energy  on.” 

—  Jeffrey  Ruda 

>ws  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 
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Alliance  Addresses  Anti-Les/Gay  Attacks 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  “When  gay  and 
lesbian  people  are  attacked,  a 
whole  class  of  people  are 
attacked,”  said  gay  Boston  City 
Councillor  David  Scondras,  sum¬ 
ming  up  the  spirit  of  the.  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
forum  on  December  8.  The  forum, 
attended  by  more  than  fifty  peo¬ 
ple,  primarily  addressed  anti- 
lesbian  and  gay  violence  in  the 
Boston  area. 

The  scope  of  the  problem 

Anti-gay  and  -lesbian  violence 
nationwide  was  briefly  discussed 
at  the  forum.  Scondras  spoke  of 
the  1985  survey  by  the  National 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force 
which  found  that  one  in  five  gay 
men  and  one  in  10  lesbians  have 
been  attacked  because  of  their  sex¬ 
uality.  Twenty-eight  percent  of 
those  surveyed  said  their  attackers 
mentioned  AIDS  in  tfie  attack. 

In  Boston,  Debby  Potter,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Boston  College,  is  current¬ 
ly  completing  a  master’s  thesis  that 
documents  local  anti-gay  and  -les¬ 
bian  violence.  She  divulged  her 
preliminary  findings,  based  on  in¬ 
terviews  with  92  lesbian  or  gay 
targets  of  violence,  at  the  forum. 
All  but  four  of  the  92  participants 
experienced  anti-gay  incidents  in 
the  last  year.  Participants’  ex¬ 
periences  with  violence  included 
verbal  harassment,  physical  at¬ 
tacks,  and  sexual  assaults. 

Although  slightly  more  women 
than  men  responded  to  the  survey, 
Potter  said  she  saw  “very  few  dif¬ 
ferences  in  the  types  of  violence” 
experienced  by  men  and  women. 
Statistically  minor  differences  in¬ 
clude  that  men  are  more  likely  to 
be  punched,  kicked  and  beaten 


than  women,  while  women  are 
more  likely  to  be  sexually  harassed 
and/or  attacked  by  someone  they 
know. 

Potter  said  she  found  it  signifi¬ 
cant  that  92  percent  of  respon¬ 
dents  were  out  to  all  or  most  of 
their  friends  and  86  percent  were 
out  to  all  or  most  of  their  family  at 
the  time  of  assault. 

Almost  half  of  the  repondents 
say  their  life  is  worse  in  some  way 
since  the  attack.  Many  say  they 
now  avoid  certain  places,  are 
careful  to  dress  in  a  way  which 
does  not  draw  attention  to  them¬ 
selves  and  do  not  walk  as  freely 
with  their  lovers.  Twenty-one 
percent  attend  meetings  of  gay  or 
lesbian  organizations  less  fre¬ 
quently  than  before  the  incident 
and  23  percent  go  to  gay  bars  less 
often.  Citing  an  extreme  example, 
Potter  said  one  woman  who  was 
attacked  for  “wearing  lavender” 
was  questioning  her  sexuality  at 
the  time  of  the  incident.  The  wo¬ 
man,  who  is  now  married,  told 
Potter  the  assault  influenced  her 
decision  to  live  a  “straight”  life. 

Personal  Experiences 

A  handful  of  people  at  the 
forum  spoke  of  their  own  ex¬ 
periences  of  being  attacked.  One 
man  who  was  recently  beaten  in 
the  Fenway,  a  cruising  area  for 
local  gay  men,  and  another  man 
who  was  assaulted  in  his  own 
home,  spoke  at  length  of  their  ex¬ 
periences.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  14,  No. 
21)  The  man  who  was  mugged  in 
the  Fenway  said  he  is  becoming 
more  politically  active  due  to  the 
incident. 

Other  people  who  spoke  of  per¬ 
sonal  experiences  included  gay 


Human  Rights  Commissioner 
Fred  Mandel,  who  was  threatened 
with  a  knife  and  mugged  seven 
years  ago  and  Bay  Windows  editor 
Candace  Van  Auken.  Van 
Auken’s  car  and  apartment  in 
Jamaica  Plain  have  been  hit  by 
eggs  and  shaving  cream  a  number 
of  times  since  Halloween.  She  did 
not  suspect  the  attack  was  related 
to  anti-lesbian  sentiment  until  she 
found  “lezzie”  painted  on  her  car 
window.  Most  recently,  a  rock  was 
thrown  through  a  window  of  her 
apartment. 

A  discussion  ensued  as  to 
whether  people  should  avoid 
places  in  the  Fenway  like  the  Vic¬ 
tory  Gardens  and  the  reeds  where 
incidents  of  violence  are  relatively 
frequent.  We  “have  to  be  some¬ 
what  streetwise”  and  avoid  parks 
after  dark,  suggested  one  person. 

“Sometimes  we  put  a  funny 
frame  around  the  picture,” 
responded  Scondras.  “Violence 
happens  against  us  on  our  own 
turf,  [including]  the  Fens.  We  are 
so  goddammed  polite  [and]  inclin¬ 
ed  to  give  up  anything  if  they  leave 
us  alone.  The  Fens  belongs  to  us 
and  it’s  time  that  those  kids 
understand.” 

Institutional  Reactions  to 
the  Violence 

According  to  Potter’s  study,  on¬ 
ly  76  percent  of  the  targets  of 
violence  did  not  contact  police.  Of 
those  people: 

•39  percent  said  the  crime 
wasn’t  significant  enough 
to  warrant  reporting 

•  27  percent  said  the  police 
wouldn’t  do  anything 

•  10  percent  said  it  happens 
a  lot  and  why  bother 


Evidence  of  photocopying  child  porn  inconclusive 

Texas  Overturns 
Sonenschein  Conviction 


By  Daniel  Tsang 

AUSTIN,  TX  —  Sex  researcher 
David  Sonenschein  has  won  the 
appeal  of  his  conviction  for  making 
and  distributing  a  photocopy  of  a 
page  from  a  child  pornography 
magazine.  On  November  12,  the 
Third  District  Court  of  Appeals 
here  reversed  the  former  Kinsey 
Institute  researcher’s  April  1985 
conviction,  and  ordered  an  acquit¬ 
tal. 

The  three-judge  panel  said  that 
Travis  County  prosecutors  had 
failed  to  produce  enough  evidence 
aganist  Sonenschein  to  corrobor¬ 
ate  testimony  provided  by  an  ac¬ 
complice,  Robert  Merton 
Woodruff.  Woodruff,  of  Houston, 
testified  for  the  prosecution. 
Sonenschein  has  maintained  that 
both  Woodruff  and  William  Rust 
Norris,  of  Austin,  who  owned  the 
magazine  allegedly  photocopied, 
were  participants  in  his  ethno¬ 
graphic  study  of  pedophiles. 
Under  Texas  law  a  defendant  can¬ 
not  be  convicted  solely  on  the  basis 
of  an  accomplice’s  testimony. 

The  appeals  court  ruled  that 
apart  from  Woodruff’s  testimony, 
“the  state  proved  almost  nothing 
tending  to  connect  [Sonenschein] 
with  the  commission  of  the  of¬ 
fense.” 

The  five-page  opinion  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  Chief  Justice  Bob  Shannon, 
who  was  joined  by  Justices  Earl 
Smith  and  Bob  Gammage.  Sonen¬ 
schein  had  been  sentenced  to  ten 
years  in  jail  and  fined  $5,000.  He 
has  been  free  on  $40,000  bond 
pending  appeal. 

Travis  County  District  Attorney 
Ronald  Earle  called  the  appeals 
court  ruling  another  “roadblock 
in  our  continuing  fight  against 
child  abuse  and  child  porno¬ 
graphy.”  Assistant  District  At¬ 
torney  Terry  Keel,  who  prosecuted 
the  case,  said  he  will  petition  the 


Court  of  Criminal  Appeals  if  the 
Third  District  Court  of  Appeals 
refuses  a  new  hearing.  But,  he 
said,  the  criminal  appeals  panel 
seldom  accepts  such  petitions. 

Earle  also  said  he  will  ask  the 
state  legislature  to  abolish  the  rule 
requiring  an  accomplice’s  testi¬ 
mony  to  be  corroborated  in  child 
pornography  cases.  The  rule  has 
already  been  abolished  in  prostitu¬ 
tion  and  gambling  cases.  “Since 
child  pornographers  and  their  ac¬ 
complices  commit  their  crimes  in 
secret,  this  rule  significantly 
hamstrings  our  efforts  to  bring 
them  to  justice,”  Earle  said. 

Sonenschein  still  faces  prosecu¬ 
tion  in  a  separate  case.  For 
publishing  and  distributing  the 
pamphlet,  “How  To  Have  Sex 
with  Kids,”  which  he  describes  as 
a  political  essay  to  spark  discus¬ 
sion  on  pedophilia,  Sonenschein 
was  charged  with  a  misdemeanor 
obscenity  offense.  Prosecution  is 
now  expected  to  proceed  in  that 
case. 

News  of  the  sale  of  Sonen- 
schein’s  pamphlet  from 
Philadelphia’s  feminist  and  les- 
bian/gay  bookstore,  Giovanni’s 
Room,  sparked  controversy  in  the 
summer  of  1984  among  local  gay 
men,  lesbians  and  feminists.  Even¬ 
tually,  the  controversy  led  to  Pen¬ 
nsylvania  state  and  federal  crim¬ 
inal  investigations  and  hearings  on 
pedophilia. 

After  a  two-year  investigation, 
the  U.S.  Senate  Permanent  Invest¬ 
igations  Subcommittee  issued  a 
report  last  August  on  child  por- 
nograpy  and  pedophilia,  describ¬ 
ing  Sonenschein  as  “one  of  the 
more  influential  and  prolific 
pedophile  authors  in  America,” 
meriting  special  mention  in  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  report  devoted  to 
pedophile  organizations.  Son¬ 


enschein,  the  subcommittee  report 
stated,  was  “virtually  an  organiza¬ 
tion  unto  himself.” 

Noting  that  Sonenschein  had 
been  a  research  assistant  at  the 
Kinsey  Institute,  with  about  35 
research  papers  to  his  name,  the 
report  said  that  “from  his  home  in 
Austin  he  offered  for  sale  pam¬ 
phlets  not  only  on  pedophilia,  but 
also  on  homosexuality,  children 
and  sado-masochism  and  atheism, 
among  many  other  subjects.” 

The  subcommittee  report  also 
exonerated  the  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association  of  the 
commission  of  any  crimes.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  10) 

Speaking  to  Cornell  University 
students  in  Ithaca,  New  York,  in 
March  1985,  Sonenschein  stated 
that  opposition  to  child-adult  sex¬ 
ual  relationships  has  resurrected 
an  inquisitional  era.  He  likened 
current  opposition  to  past  anti¬ 
masturbation  campaigns  in  which 
witch  hunts  were  part  of  an  effort 
to  eliminate  behavior  considered 
morally  deviant. 

In  an  article  on  seizures  of 
research  materials  that  has  been 
accepted  for  publication  in  a 
forthcoming  issue  of  the  Journal 
of  Sex  Research,  Sonenschein 
holds  that  any  photocopying  of 
child  pornography  was  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  ethnographic 
study  of  child-adult  sexual  rela¬ 
tionships.  He  claims  that  arresting 
officer,  Austin  police  Sergeant 
John  Russell,  told  him,  “Your 
research  is  through.  Your  research 
is  over.  I  have  finished  your 
research  for  you.  You  can  research 
anything  but  this.”  Sonenschein 
still  has  not  been  allowed  to 
retrieve  any  research  materials 
seized  over  two  years  ago  from  his 
residence. 

©  Daniel  Tsang  1986 


Alliance  chair  Will  Hutchinson 
cited  a  1980  study  which  found 
that  80  percent  of  people  who  were 
targets  of  anti-gay  crime  never  fill 
out  a  police  report. 

Participants  in  the  forum  ex¬ 
pressed  mixed  reactions  to  Boston 
police  handling  of  anti-gay 
violence.  The  man  who  spoke  of 
being  mugged  recently  in  the  Fen¬ 
way  said  the  police,  “listened  to 
me,  showed  interest  and  followed 
up  on  the  case.”  This  contrasted 
sharply,  he  said,  with  police  reac¬ 
tion  last  time  he  was  mugged, 
when  he  was  told,  “You  shouldn’t 
be  down  there,  faggot.” 

This  man,  as  well  as  a  number  of 
others  at  the  forum,  commended 


tended  to  address  organizing  for 
community  action,  self-defense, 
and  other  means  of  curtailing 
violence,  some  suggestions  for  the 
above  were  mentioned  at  this 
forum. 

Suggestions  included  affir¬ 
mative  action  programs  which 
would  require  lesbians  and  gay 
men  to  be  hired  in  district  at¬ 
torneys’  offices  and  police  depart¬ 
ments;  increased  unity  among  peo¬ 
ple  in  areas  such  as  the  Fenway;  in¬ 
creasing  the  use  of  mace  as  a  tool 
of  self-defense;  and  a  statewide 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill.  One 
man  also  mentioned  that  in  Min¬ 
neapolis,  where  a  number  of  gay 
men  have  been  murdered,  a  cam¬ 


Preliminary  Results 
of  Potter’s  Study 


Victims  of  Violence 

Sex 

female 

60% 

male 

40% 

Age 

18-24 

35% 

23-34 

50% 

other 

15% 

Types  of  Violence 

21%  were  punched,  hit,  kicked  or  beaten 

54%  were  chased 

21%  were  threatened  with  a  knife 

16%  suffered  physical  injuries  (bruises,  cuts,  stabs,  back  and 
neck  pain) 

25%  were  verbally  abused  with  no  physical  harassment  (includes 
sexual  harassment,  threats  and  obscene  phone  calls) 

14%  attacked  at  home 
60%  attacked  on  the  street 
87%  attacked  by  strangers 

Perpetrators  of  Violence 


Sex 

male  91% 

mixed  group:  men/women  6% 

under  18  25% 

18-24  42% 

other  32% 


If  you  are  interested  in  filling  out  an  anti-gay/lesbian  violence 
survey,  write:  Violence  Survey,  P.O.  Box  236,  Somerville,  MA  02143 
or  call  (617)  776-5708. 


Scondras’  office,  in  particular 
staff  member  French  Wall,  for  be¬ 
ing  helpful  following  incidents  of 
violence. 

The  man  who  had  been  attacked 
in  his  home  said  he  has  had  some 
problems  both  with  an  individual 
police  officer  and  the  district  at¬ 
torney’s  office.  In  his  case,  two 
men  were  involved  in  beating  him 
up,  although  only  one  was  ap¬ 
prehended.  The  police  officer 
responding  to  his  initial  call  failed 
to  report  that  the  gay  man  had 
been  threatened  with  a  knife  and 
hit  with  a  shelving  board. 

Consequently,  the  apprehended 
man  was  charged  with  assault  and 
battery  instead  of  assault  and  bat¬ 
tery  with  a  dangerous  weapon. 
The  man  who  was  attacked  sol¬ 
icited  help  in  increasing  the  severi¬ 
ty  of  the  charge  from  the  district 
attorney’s  office.  In  November,  he 
said  he  was  assigned  a  legal  intern 
to  argue  the  case  before  a  judge. 
“The  judge  made  a  mockery  of  the 
intern,”  said  the  man  and  charges 
were  not  changed.  He  said  he  felt 
that  the  assignment  of  the  intern 
showed  a  lack  of  concern  for  his 
case.  The  man  attempted  to 
change  the  charges  to  assault  and 
battery  with  a  dangerous  weapon  a 
second  time,  on  December  5,  but 
the  request  was  again  denied.  An 
assistant  district  attorney  has  now 
been  assigned  to  the  case.  A  trial  is 
scheduled  for  January  7. 

Future  Organizing 

Although  future  forums  are  in¬ 


paign  to  “introduce  your  trick  to  a 
friend”  has  begun. 

One  man  at  the  forum  noted 
that  the  only  time  people  have 
been  left  alone  in  the  Fenway  was 
when  gay  men  patrolled  the  area 
following  a  murder  in  the  park. 

A  gay  man  who  was  not  at  the 
forum  was  mugged  in  the  Fenway 
on  December  6.  He  told  GCN  he 
would  encourage  people  to  get 
whistles  to  blow  if  they  are  being 
attacked  or  if  they  see  someone 
else  being  harassed.  He  also  sug¬ 
gested  use  of  mace.  The  man,  who 
said  he  has  gone  to  the  Fenway 
nearly  every  day  for  eight  years, 
has  been  mugged  four  times  and 
beaten  up  twice. 

Resources  available  to  les- 
bian/gay  victims  of  violence  in¬ 
clude  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Victim 
Recovery  Program,  run  by  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Cen¬ 
ter.  The  program  offers  individual 
counseling  as  well  as  support 
groups  for  people  who  have  been 
assaulted.  For  more  information 
about  the  program,  call  1617) 
267-7573. 

Streets AFE  is  an  organization 
in  the  Fenway  area  which  monitors 
police  reports  of  violence  and 
organizes  foot  patrols  on  the 
periphery  of  the  park.  They  may 
be  contacted  at  262-0060. 

For  more  information  about 
future  forums,  call  (617)  436-5944 
or  (617)  267-7413. 
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Community  Voices - 

GCN  IQB  OPENINGS 

GCN  is  seeking  a  CIRCULATION  MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER  and  an 
ART  DIRECTOR,  beginning  1/87-3/87. 

CIRCULATION  MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER 

Research  and  write  news  stories  of  interest  to  national  readership.  Coordinate 
weekly  mailing  of  paper  by  volunteers,  process  subs  and  renewals.  Requires 
writing  skills  and  ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  interpersonal,  organizational 
and  record- keeping  skill.  Knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers  helpful. 

ART  DIRECTOR 

Establish  overall  design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer  ar¬ 
tists)  front  cover,  centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book  supplement 
graphics,  as  well  as  promotional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Requires  strong 
graphic  design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specifications,  knowledge  of 
printing  techniques  and  previous  related  experience  preferred. 

Positions  require  familiarity  with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  and  collective 
decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues. 

All  GCN  staff  members  receive  $1 80/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, 
complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick  leave.  GCN  also  offers  staff  members 
a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  room  for  independence  and  in¬ 
novation. 

Send  resumes  to  GCN  Job  Search,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


thanks  for 
‘rate  it  x’ 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  printing  Nancy  Langer’s  piece 
“Rate  It  X:  Film  Snares  Sexists  in  a  Trap  of  Their 
Own.”  It  was  very  well  written  and  stimulating. 
All  the  best, 

Sarah  Schulman, 

San  Francisco,  CA 

rodriguez  is  not  a 
friend 

Dear  GCN: 

The  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance  an¬ 
nounced  the  recipients  of  its  annual  Community 
Recognition  Awards  and  I  was  disappointed  to 
learn  that  the  “Friend  of  the  Community”  award 
was  given  to  Alex  Rodriguez.  As  head  of  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  Against  Discrimina¬ 
tion,  Rodriguez  testified  before  the  State 
Legislature  in  favor  of  the  State  Gay  Rights  Bill  as 
a  representative  of  the  Dukakis  administration. 
For  his  support  of  the  bill,  Rodriguez  deserves 
our  thanks,  but  he  certainly  does  not  deserve  to  be 
called  a  “friend”  of  the  gay/lesbian  community. 

Alex  Rodriguez  has  remained  publicly  silent 
about  the  Governor’s  homophobic  foster  care 
policy  that  is  not  based  on  sound  advice  but  on 
Michael  Dukakis’s  hatred  and  stupidity.  Past 
recipients  of  the  award  such  as  Mel  King  and  Jean 
McGuire  have  voiced  their  opposition  to  the 
despicable  policy.  Jean  McGuire  has  been  at  press 
conferences  called  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee  to  denounce  the  foster  care 
policy.  Mel  King,  while  running  for  Congress, 
risked  incurring  the  wrath  of  the  Governor’s 
powerful  political  machine  by  not  only  denounc¬ 
ing  the  policy,  but  refusing  to  be  committed  to 
Dukakis  for  his  acts  of  bigotry.  In  giving  the 
“Friend  of  the  Community”  award  to  Alex 
Rodriguez,  the  Alliance  has  insulted  past  reci¬ 
pients  and  damaged  gay/lesbian  political 
credibility. 

At  the  1985  Democratic  State  Convention, 
Michael  Dukakis  led  the  attack  as  Dukakis  forces 
crushed  efforts  to  include  gay  men  and  lesbians  as 
an  outreach  minority  for  the  state  Democratic 
party.  Alex  Rodriguez  remained  silent.  Later  in 
1985,  Dukakis  ordered  the  removal  of  foster 
children  from  the  home  of  a  gay  couple.  Alex 
Rodriguez  remained  silent.  Gay  and  lesbian  pro¬ 
testors  picketed  the  governor  and  tried  to  bring 
pressure  on  him  to  reverse  his  hate-filled  policy. 
Another  of  the  Governor’s  “good  old  boys,” 
John  DeVillers,  threatened  cuts  in  funding  for 
AIDS  programs  if  the  protests  continued.  Alex 
Rodriguez  remained  silent.  When  a  lesbian  pro¬ 
tested  at  the  annual  State  of  the  State  address  and 
was  arrestd  by  Capitol  Police,  another  Dukakis 
yes-man,  John  Sasso,  said,  “If  you  are  going  to 
be  disrespectful  to  the  Governor,  you  can  expect 
to  be  arrested.”  Alex  Rodriguez  remained  silent. 

Recently  Alex  Rodriguez  demonstrated  that  he 
is  more  concerned  with  helping  his  friend , 
Michael  Dukakis,  than  defending  basic  justice  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians.  On  October  8,  1986, 
Rodriguez  finally  broke  silence  and  tried  unsuc¬ 
cessfully  to  secure  the  Ward  4  Democratic  Com¬ 
mittee  endorsement  for  Dukakis.  The  Alliance 
has  made  a  mistake  in  giving  the  award  to 
Rodriguez;  with  “friends”  like  him,  who  needs 
Michael  Dukakis? 

Whereas,  the  Community  Recognition  Dinner 
is  a  major  fundraiser  for  the  Boston  Lesbian/Gay 
Political  Alliance,  boycotting  the  event  in  the 
future  would  only  hurt  our  own  cause.  However, 
we  should  remember  the  numerous  times  that 
Alex  Rodriguez  has  failed  in  being  a  “friend”  of 
the  community. 

Sincerely, 

Tony  Watson 
Boston,  MA 


why  not  let  the 
‘girls’  live? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  in  regards  to  the  way  the  “girls” 
(homosexuals)  here  at  the  Kansas  State  Pen  and 
also  at  the  State  Industrial  Reformatory  are  forc¬ 
ed  into  different  celling  arrangements  which  (like 
marriages)  can  be  difficult  if  not  impossible  to 
deal  with. 

Here,  we  are  forced  to  cell  in  one-man  cells,  not 
able  to  stay  with  our  friends,  and  we  are  denied 
jobs  (the  good  ones)  because  of  our  choice  of  sex¬ 
ual  pleasures.  They  have  cut  my  hair  extremely 
short  for  no  good  reason,  strip  searched  me  fre¬ 
quently  and  raided  my  house  (cell),  taking  my 
feminine  items  (jewelry,  etc.).  This  is  petty  har- 
rassment,  but  unlike  people  outside  I  can’t  get 
away  from  it. 

So  now  they’ve  put  me  in  “protective  custody” 
and  I  can’t  get  out.  And  they’re  trying  to  house 
me  with  people  who  don’t  like  me.  (The  straits 
can  live  with  whoever  they  like.)  Why  can’t  they 
just  let  us  girls  do  our  time? 

I  really  don’t  know  what  to  do  anymore.  I  can’t 
just  let  them  win  their  way.  Any  ideas  of  ways  to 
handle  this?  If  so,  let  me  know.  Mainly,  all  I 
wanted  to  do  was  to  express  how  some  of  us  feel. 
Thanks  for  listening, 

Steven  Warehime 
PO  Box  2  —  42278 
Lansing,  KS  66043 

administration  as 
pimp 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  gay  male  I  fear  the  coming  times  like  the 
Jews  feared  Hitler.  The  ‘officials’  say  it’s  a  matter 
of  “national  security.”  As  a  prisoner  I’ve  watch¬ 
ed  10  people  with  AIDS  die  this  year  and  6  more 
in  treatment  here.  The  population  in  the  Texas 
prison  system  is  around  35,000  and  already  the 
administration  wants  to  segregate  homosexuals 
and  those  who  refuse  are  strapped  to  a  steel  bunk . 

So  the  abuse  has  started  behind  these  walls,  and 
if  they  don’t  see  any  support  coming  from  out 
there,  you  know  they  won’t  see  any  reason  to  stop 
behind  the  walls.  With  the  evidence  of  your  indif¬ 
ference  to  us,  they’ll  feel  our  lack  of  community 
and  move  out.  The  only  reason  the  massive 
quarantine  idea  is  still  failing  in  California  and  in 
here  is  that  they  can’t  afford  it  (yet).  But  the  less 
resistance  (sense  of  solidarity/community)  they 
see  from  you,  the  more  they’ll  be  encouraged  to 
spend  tax  money  to  go  after  us  (the 
“unnatural”/underprivileged;  easy  target,  so 
they  think). 

The  so-called  “wars”  on  drugs  and  abortion 
are  really  just  more  of  the  same:  going  after  those 
who  they  consider  easy  (“immoral”)  targets. 
They  are  a  way  of  enlisting  the  “respectability” 
of  the  medical  profession  to  act  as  morality  cops. 

And  just  where  is  the  support  for  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  prisoners?  When  the  hets  in  here  want  to  get 
their  rocks  off  and  show  that  at  least  they’re 
better  than  somebody,  they  (administration  and 
their  stooges  alike)  have  to  degrade  us  to  the  point 
of  treating  us  like  property.  The  administration 
just  pimps  the  whole  process  basically. 

The  conditions  are  so  horrid  that  many  of  us 
end  up  in  mental  wards  emotionally  destroyed, 
having  been  subjected  to  routine  rape,  either 
physically  brutal  or  “contracted”  (for  “protec¬ 
tion”),  like  sex  in  marriage. 

And  the  lack  of  concern  from  our  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  outside  is  devastating  (to  us;  and 
encouraging  to  them). 

How  about  a  little  involvement? 

Thank  you, 

Charlie  Willis 
333526— Ellis  2 
Huntsville,  TX  77340 


persecution  of 
gays  in  cuba 

Dear  GCN: 

Perhaps  I  should  be  flattered  that  even  now, 
five  years  after  its  publication,  my  book  on  the 
persecution  of  gay  people  in  Cuba  is  still  being  at¬ 
tacked  in  GCN.  Perhaps  this  says  something, 
ultimately,  about  the  strength  of  my  arguments.  I 
have  always  been  proud  of  the  sometimes  painful 
honesty  of  that  book;  its  rejection  by  the  gay  left 
continues  to  remind  me  of  the  tragedy  of  old-time 
Communists  filled  with  admiration  for  the  Soviet 
Union.  However,  Gerry  Scoppettulo’s  recent  ar¬ 
ticle  refers  to  “Allen  Hunter’s  Gays  Under  the 
Cuban  Revolution."  The  correct  name  of  the 
author  is  Allen  Young. 

Yours  truly, 

Allen  Young 
Orange,  MA 

don’t  excuse 
oppression 

Dear  GCN: 

I  thought  Gerry  Scoppettuolo’s  article  (GCN, 
Vol.  14,  No.  20)  might  tell  us  something  about 
gay  Nicaraguans  and  their  struggle.  What  we  got 
was  a  sloppy  third-person  account  of  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  an  Anglo  lesbian  in  Nicaragua  and  a 
host  of  lame  excuses  for  left-wing  homophobia. 
If  gays  in  Nicaragua  are  so  free  because  there  is  no 
law  against  sodomy,  why  are  they  so  closeted? 

However,  what  really  angered  me  about  Scop¬ 
pettuolo’s  article  was  the  standard  dismissal  of 
any  criticism  of  communist  governments,  par¬ 
ticularly  Cuba.  Allen  Young’s  (incorrectly  named 
as  Allen  Hunter)  Gays  Under  the  Cuban  Revolu¬ 
tion  is  an  excellent  account  of  the  uncritical 
“group  think”  that  condemns  the  American  left 
to  the  outskirts  of  politics. 

Scoppettuolo  gives  four  criticisms  of  the  accusa¬ 
tion  that  Cuba  is  homophobic.  The  accusation 

•  rests  on  a  distorted  view  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  Cuba 

•  ignores  neo-fascist  regimes 

•  ignores  the  attitudes  inherited  from  the 
past 

•  stems  from  cultural  bias 

Does  Scoppettuolo  know  something  about  gay 
life  in  Cuba  that  we  don’t?  If  so,  please  share  the 
joy  of  this  gay  mecca  so  we  can  all  pack  our  bags. 

Gay  oppression  is  gay  oppression  whether  in 
neo-fascist  regimes  or  communist  regimes.  The 
only  difference  is  that  neo-fascists  don’t  ask  me  to 
donate  time  and  money  to  their  cause.  However, 
various  leftwing  groups  court  me  with  claims  that 
communist  regimes  do  not  oppress  gays.  If  they 
make  that  claim,  then  they  must  accept  the 
burden  of  proof. 

Just  because  oppression  has  roots  in  the  past  is 
no  reason  to  excuse  it.  Racism  in  the  south  has 
historical  roots;  should  we  accept  that  as  an  ex¬ 
cuse  for  racism  as  Scoppettuolo  would  have  us  ac¬ 
cept  the  historical  influence  of  the  Catholic 
Church  as  an  excuse  for  anti-gay  attitudes  in 
Nicaragua? 

What  are  these  middle-class  values  that  we 
should  not  cast  on  another  culture?  Shouldn’t  we 
expect  gay  people  in  all  cultures  to  be  able  to  live 
openly  as  gay  people  without  any  fear  of  losing 
their  jobs,  homes,  possessions,  or  well-being? 
Shouldn’t  we  expect  the  state  to  give  gay  couples 
the  same  benefits  as  straight  couples?  Shouldn’t 
gay  people  in  any  culture  have  the  freedom  to 
meet  together  openly,  to  express  themselves  open¬ 
ly,  and  to  have  their  own  identity?  If  we  can’t 
judge  societies  according  to  these  values,  then 
Scoppettuolo  has  trapped  us  in  a  relativism  that 
doesn’t  even  allow  us  to  say  that  the  Sandinistas 
are  better  than  the  Somozistas. 

Sincerely, 

Marshall  McClintock 
Arlington,  VA 

he  is  white  and 
i  am  black 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  this  letter  in  response  to  the  letter 
from  Tony  Campos  in  Dannemora,  NY  [no 
homos  need  apply].  I  just  left  Dannemora  and  the 
same  thing  is  happening  here  at  Auburn  prison 
because  I  am  Gay.  They  don’t  want  to  put  me  in 
the  plate  shop  or  let  me  have  a  good  paying  job. 
They  do  it  because  I  have  a  lover  and  he  is  white 
and  I  am  Black.  All  the  time  they  lock  me  up 
[isolation]  for  bullshit  excuses  so  I  cannot  be  with 
him.  Her  name  is  Dana.  Do  you  know  her?  They 
locked  us  up  many  times  for  things  we  didn’t  do. 
They  save  the  good  jobs  for  people  who  are  white 
or  for  the  inmates  who  inform  on  other  inmates 
[snitches].  So  I  know  how  you  feel. 

Take  care.  Things  will  get  better.  We  hope.  In  gay 
love, 

Willie  Rice 
82A  3691 

135  State  St.  Box  618 
Auburn,  NY  13024 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  only  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  Letters  should  be  TYPED  and 
DOUBLESPACED  and  limited  to  five  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Speaking  Out 


Roll  Over,  Jehovah  —  And  Tell  St. 

By  Mary  Morrisey 


Nick  the  News 


Imagine:  No  heaven.  No  hell.  No  half-mad  dash  through  crowded  shopping  malls.  And 
no  Santa  Claus,  too.  Nothing  to  kill  or  die  for.  No  envy,  no  gluttony,  or  any  of  the  other  sins 
of  the  marketplace.  Just  a  peaceful  December  to  celebrate  with  family  and  friends.  No,  it 
isn’t  just  a  dream. 

This  is  the  winter  solstice  season  and  in  the  midst  of  all  of  the  fuss  that  is  being  made 
over  Christmas  and  Hanukkah  and  other  religious  occasions  it’s  appropriate  to  say 
something  about  December’s  oldest  holiday.  I’m  a  Neo-Pagan.  I  don’t  put  my  trust  in  God 
and  I  don’t  pledge  my  alleigance  to  any  nation  just  because  it  boasts  that  it’s  under 
Jehovah’s  special  protection  —  nor  do  I  believe  in  the  Tooth  Fairy  or  in  the  Easter  Bunny  or 
in  the  Great  Pumpkin  —  but  I  do  know  that  something  very  special  happens  in  mid- 
December.  By  the  end  of  the  month,  the  days  will  again  be  growing  longer,  as  the  earth  con¬ 
tinues  through  its  familiar  cycle  of  seasons.  In  December,  my  Christian  and  Jewish 
neighbors  will  look  backwards  as  they  celebrate  events  that  may  have  taken  place  in  the  an¬ 
cient  Middle  East.  Neo-Pagans,  however,  will  look  around,  in  the  here  and  now,  as  we 
celebrate  something  that  happens  every  year,  something  that  happens  regardless  of  changes 
in  churches  and  in  nations.  The  winter  solstice  is  something  that  you  can  depend  upon. 

Each  year,  dozens  of  little  Neo-Pagan  covens,  affinity  groups,  and  medicine  societies 
pop  up,  as  if  by  magic,  between  Samhain  (Halloween)  and  the  winter  solstice.  You’ll  find 
Neo-Pagans  in  the  gay  male  community,  among  women’s  groups,  in  radical  environmental 
circles,  and  elsewhere  in  New  England.  Styles  and  practices  vary  among  Neo-Pagans  but,  bit 
by  bit,  Americans  are  starting  to  take  notice.  In  a  few  years  —  who  knows?  —  maybe  mer¬ 
chants  will  be  offering  winter  solstice  specials. 

Being  a  Neo-Pagan  in  America  still  isn’t  easy.  First,  there’s  the  matter  of  definitions. 
(“What  exactly,  is  a  Neo-Pagan?’’)  The  point  can  be  debated  for  hours.  For  my  purposes, 
however,  I’ll  start  with  a  definition  that  Margot  Adler  offers  in  her  book  Drawing  Down  the 
Moon :  A  pagan  is  someone  who  is  an  animist,  a  polytheist,  or  a  pantheist,  or  possibly  “two 
or  three  of  these  things  at  once.”  Traditional  pagans  —  many  of  the  Native  Americans,  for 
example  —  work  within  a  particular  tribal  tradition  that  has  been  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation.  The  Neo-Pagans,  however,  are  the  new  religious  rebels,  working 
to  develop  a  new  pagan-style  sense  of  spirituality  in  the  midst  of  the  ’80s.  Neo-Pagans  are 
eclectics,  often  borrowing  from  a  variety  of  cultural  traditions  as  they  try  to  shape  their 
religious  organizations  and  practices  to  meet  group  and  individual  needs.  At  times,  Neo- 
Paganisim  is  a  bit  ragged  around  the  edges,  and  at  times  Neo-Paganism  seems  to  be  pulling 
in  all  directions  at  once.  In  the  midst  of  the  Reagan  era,  Neo-Paganism  is,  indeed,  a  strange 
breed  of  cat.  In  the  background,  you  can  almost  smell  the  campfires  of  Woodstock. 

Conservatives  who  once  marched  with  Jerry  Falwell  and  radicals  who  once  marched 
with  Jesse  Jackson  have  echoed  each  other  in  declaring  that  Neo-Paganism  is  “dangerous,” 
“misguided,”  and  that  it  represents  “a  retreat  into  fantasy.”  Some  conservatives  have  de¬ 
nounced  Neo-Paganism  as  being  part  of  a  Satanic  conspiracy.  In  1985,  North  Carolina’s 
Senator  Jesse  Helmes  introduced  proposed  legislation  into  the  Senate  that  would  have 
denied  Federal  aid  to  groups  involved  with  “witchcraft.”  (Reportedly,  Helmes  was  respon¬ 
ding  to  a  sensationalized  report  on  “Satanism”  that  had  appeared  on  television  on  ABC’s 
20/20.)  The  Senate’s  Commerce  Committee  spent  part  of  last  year  in  investigating  alleged 
occult  influence  in  popular  music.  Meanwhile,  assorted  leftists,  some  of  them  eager  to  em¬ 
brace  Christian  “liberation  theology,”  were  firing  their  own  shots  at  Neo-Pagans.  Leftists 
who  had  been  known  to  bow  their  heads  reverently  at  Christian  and  Jewish  celebrations  of 
the  supernatural  went  into  a  rage  at  the  mere  mention  of  feminist  or  gay  spirituality. 

Neo-Paganism  is  a  force  for  personal  and  social  change.  And,  like  all  forces  that  press 
for  change,  the  Neo-Pagan  movement  bumped  into  resistance.  At  its  best,  Neo- 
Paganism  challenges  the  corporate/technocratic,  and  paternalistic  values  that  support  the  in¬ 
dustrialized  nations.  In  the  age  of  the  yuppie,  Neo-Pagans  are  talking  about  spiritual  ex¬ 
perience.  In  a  nation  in  which  mainstream  religious  movements  are  becoming  either  increasingly 
a  nation  in  which  mainstream  religious  movements  are  becoming  either  increasingly 
authoritarian  —  like  the  Moral  Majority  —  or  increasingly  irrelevant  —  like  many  of  the 
moderate-to-liberal  churches  —  a  new  religious  movement  has  started  to  develop  that 
speaks  of  individualism  and  of  freedom.  Neo-Paganism  has  taken  much  of  its  inspiration 
from  the  environmental,  gay  rights,  feminist,  and  Native  American  rights  activities  of  the 
past  twenty  years.  Like  the  feminist  and  gay  rights  movements,  the  new  movement  is  broad, 
eclectic,  and  even  somewhat  anarchistic  in  its  style.  On  the  political  left,  leftists  speak  of 
Latin  America’s  “liberation  theology.”  In  North  America,  however,  a  new  kind  of 


Community  Voices 


my  only  offense:  i 
receive  your  paper 
(&  enjoy  it!) 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  often  wanted  to  write  to  GCN  just  to  ex¬ 
press  greatful  thanks.  Your  work  with  the 
Prisoner  Project  has  helped  so  very  many  people, 
.and  the  friends  I  have  made  have  brought  me 
great  comfort  in  these  hard  times.  I  would  like  to 
tell  you  about  some  incidents  that  have  happened 
to  me  involving  your  newspaper. 

I  am  currently  on  pre-release  status  at  MCI 
Lancaster,  which  is  the  state’s  only  co-ed  facility. 
We  house  approximately  175  men  and  35  women. 

When  I  was  transferred  here  I  notified  your 
newspaper  of  the  address  change  and  started  to 
receive  it  shortly  afterwards.  It  took  about  a 
month  for  the  mail  “censors”  to  pick  up  on  it.  I 
was  called  into  the  office  and  lectured  about 
homosexuality  and  how  it  offends  God.  (Many  of 
our  captors  are  Born  Again  Christians.)  Two  days 
later  1  was  called  again  and  given  notice  that  I  was 
“under  investigation”  for  exhibiting  possible 
homosexual  behavior.  What  the  hell  is  “ex¬ 
hibiting  POSSIBLE  homosexual  behavior”???  I 
don’t  have  a  clue.  My  only  offense  was  that  I 
receive  your  paper  and  enjoy  it!!!! 

Recently  a  concerned  counselor  called  we 
felines  into  a  meeting  to  discuss  AIDS,  for  we  are 
“High  Risk”  women.  Some  have  been  IV  drug 
users  and  other  are  associating  with  our  male  in¬ 
mate  population.  It  is  assumed  that  all  the  males 
are  infecting  the  females  with  AIDS  after  having 
gay  relations  while  in  higher  security. 

The  concerned  woman  actually  knew  very  little 
about  the  disease  and  basically  opened  up  the 
forum  up  to  us.  Seems  the  podium  fell  into  my 
willing  lap.  I  brought  out  articles  and  statistics 
that  I  had  clipped  from  your  paper  and  we  had  a 
fairly  indepth  and  well-received  talk.  The 
knowledge  was  shared  together.  And  the  wrap-up 
of  this  is  that  this  counselor  is  so  concerned  that 


each  and  every  female  will  be  supplied  condoms 
at  their  request  (at  personal  expense)  without  the 
Administration’s  knowledge.  It  is  a  shame  that 
our  males  haven’t  been  able  to  share  in  this.  But 
one  step  at  a  time.  This  might  be  a  MILESTONE: 
distributing  condoms  instead  of  forced  isolation 
units... 

I’ll  be  leaving  here  shortly  and  would  like  to 
hear  from  anyone  with  emotional  support  that 
would  help  with  my  “re-entry.”  I  have  been  total¬ 
ly  abandoned  by  family  and  friends  and  am  feel¬ 
ing  the  aloneness. 

Thank  you  for  all  you  efforts, 

Christina  Sharp 
MCI-Lancaster 
Box  123 

Lancaster,  MA  01523 

P.S.  You  can  be  sure  that  upon  release,  I  will  be 
into  your  offices  to  volunteer  my  services. 

confused  and 
aggt£vated 

Dear  GCN :  . 

1  have  been  sexuall^Lssaulted  3  times  since  I’ve 
been  in  here  [^xas  Department  of  Corrections] 
by  an  inmate  and  because  I  am  a  homosexual  the 
administration  refuses  to  do  anything  about  it.  So 
I  became  desperate  at  one  point  and  tried  to  com¬ 
mit  suicide.  They  just  put  me  in  isolation  and 
took  away  all  my  ‘good  time’  [time  which  ac¬ 
cumulates  while  a  prisoner  has  a  clean  record  and 
makes  possible,  if  the  parole  board  sees  fit,  a  less- 
than-maximum  sentence].  Now  I’m  housed  again 
with  the  same  inmate. 

This  tells  me  one  thing:  that  I  am  open  game.  * 
And  then  you  out  there  ask  yourselves  why  do 
people  come  out  of  prison  bitter  and  feeling  the 
need  for  revenge  for  having  been  so  abandoned 
(by  you)  and  abused  (by  your  representatives). 
Confused  and  aggravated, 

A  prisoner 

(Name  withheld  by  request) 


“liberation  theology”  —  drawing  upon  the  experience  of  women,  gay  males,  Native 
Americans,  and  other  oppressed  groups  —  is  starting  to  take  shape  outside  of  the 
mainstream  of  monotheism.  What  the  Neo-Pagans  are  doing  in  American  religion  is  as 
revolutionary,  in  its  own  way,  as  anything  that’s  being  done  in  the  East  or  in  the  West. 

Neo-Paganism  doesn’t  appeal  to  everyone.  And  there’s  no  reason  why  it  should. 
Unlike  many  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  religious  movements  that  have  gained  widespread 
attention  within  recent  years,  Neo-Paganism  doesn’t  promise  to  deliver  all  of  the  answers  to 
all  of  humanity’s  problems.  What  Neo-Paganism  does  provide,  for  some  individuals,  is  a 
framework  within  which  feminist  concerns,  environmental  concerns,  and  respect  for  in¬ 
dividual  rights  and  cultural  minorities  can  be  merged  together.  Neo-Paganism  suggests  that, 
yes,  it  is  possible  to  overcome  the  fragmentation  that  many  of  us  feel  in  our  lives  and,  yes, 
it’s  possible,  also,  to  simultaneously  work  to  change  both  ourselves  and  the  world  for  the 
better.  It’s  possible  to  be  a  religious-minded  person  in  Reagan’s  America  without  having  to 
buy  into  the  Judeo-Christian-Islamic  heritage  of  superstition,  manipulation,  and  patriar¬ 
chal  dogma. 

Neo-Pagan  homes  in  December  are  often  decorated  with  holly,  evergreen,  and 
mistletoe.  Centuries  ago,  the  Christian  patriarchs  appropriated  these  winter  solstice  symbols 
for  their  own  purposes,  and,  now,  finally,  the  Neo-Pagans  are  stripping  away  the  gloss  of 
monotheism  in  order  to  get  back  to  the  original  purpose  of  the  December  holiday  season. 
Unlike  many  of  the  secular  humanists  groups,  Neo-Pagans  are  comfortable  with  ritual  and 
with  seasonal  celebrations.  (“The  problem  with  some  of  the  atheists,”  comments  one  Neo- 
Pagan  friend  of  mine,  “is  they  want  all  science  and  damned  little  art.  They  want  to  scratch 
all  of  the  poetry  out  of  life.”)  The  Neo-Pagans  who  gather  in  December  follow  a  variety  of 
traditions.  There  are  covens  that  are  all-female;  there  are  groups  that  are  comprised  entirely 
of  gay  males;  there  are  groups  that  participate  in  elaborate  rituals;  and  there  are  groups  that 
celebrate  the  season  by  simply  toasting  a  few  glasses  of  eggnog  in  front  of  a  bright  Yule  fire. 
Neo-Pagans  come  in  all  shapes,  sizes,  colors,  and  shades  of  opinion.  If  one  group  doesn’t 
seem  quite  right,  move  on  and  you  may  find  another  group  that’s  easier  to  accept.  Or  bring 
your  friends  together  and  start  a  group  of  your  own.  And  if  that  doesn’t  work  out  quite 
right,  well,  try  again.  Find  the  point  at  which  art  and  science  and  compassion  all  fuse 
together  and  then  take  time  to  celebrate  what  you’ve  found.  Join  with  others  and  take  your 
love  of  life  and  of  individuality  into  the  community  and  you’ll  have  the  makings  of  a  revolu¬ 
tion. 

For  individuals  interested  in  reading  about  Neo-Paganism,  1  recommend  two  books: 
Dreaming  the  Dark  by  Starhawk  and  Drawing  Down  the  Moon  by  Margot  Adler.  Both 
books  have  been  published  by  Beacon  Press  in  Boston  and  both  can  be  ordered  through 
Beacon  Press  or  through  feminist  or  gay  bookstores.  Both  books  offer  some  interesting  holi¬ 
day  reading  for  the  winter  solstice  season.  Beneath  all  of  the  tinsel  and  all  of  the  sermons, 
December  is  still  a  magical  month.  Enjoy!  The  winter  solstice  comes  only  once  each  year. 
We  won’t  have  another  solstice  day  until  June. 

Mary  Morrissey  is  a  Neo-Pagan  priestess,  a  lesbian,  and  a  feminist,  active  in  wilderness 
preservation  and  wildlife  protection  work  in  Maine. 

.“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Lesbian  Game  Offers  Light  Entertainment 


It’s  Only  Natural:  a  board  game 
for  lesbians.  Imaginative  Innova¬ 
tions,  P.O.  Box  1242,  Royal  Oak, 
Michigan  48068.  $19.97 

By  Ellen  Meyers 

Advertised  as  a  game  that 
“enhances  our  positive  energies, 
celebrates  our  diversity,  and  is 
fun,”  It’s  Only  Natural  is  your 
basic  board  game  —  with  a  dif¬ 
ference. 

The  object  of  the  game  is  to  give 
away  the  196  points  each  player 
starts  the  game  with.  Before  the 
game,  players  decide  how  they  will 
divide  their  points  among  the  three 
categories  of  flowers,  leaves  and 
trees.  Players  move  around  the 
board  by  the  roll  of  the  die  or  by 
following  the  instructions  on  “It’s 
Only  Natural”  cards  they’ve  ob¬ 
tained.  Each  turn  presents  the 
player  with  a  chance  to  receive  or 
give  away  points.  As  the  game  pro¬ 
gresses,  players  accumulate  more 
of  the  “It’s  Only  Natural”  cards, 
and  the  game  becomes  increasingly 
one  of  strategy  rather  than  the  luck 
of  the  die. 

What  makes  this  a  “board  game 
for  lesbians”?  Well,  in  the  game  of 


LIFE  you  won’t  draw  a  card  that 
says  you  have  come  out  to  your 
best  friend,  or  land  on  a  space 
where  you’re  “invited  to  speak  at  a 
school  —  tell  it  like  it  is.”  Not  all 
the  scenarios  in  It’s  Only  Natural 
are  explicitly  lesbian-oriented,  but 
most  are.  Among  those  that 
aren’t,  topics  like  softball,  goddess 
worship  and  incest  groups  are 
typical. 

The  game’s  creators  have  tried 
to  make  It’s  Only  Natural  reflect 
the  diversity  found  within  the  les¬ 
bian  community.  In  some  ways 
they  have  succeeded.  There  are  re¬ 
ferences  to  the  differently-abled 
and  to  older  women,  to  jocks  and 
to  mothers,  to  artists  and  to 
political  activists.  Overall,  though, 
the  game  does  present  a  predom¬ 
inantly  white,  middle-class  com¬ 
munity. 

Now,  down  to  the  basics:  is  it 
fun ?  That,  after  all,  is  what  play¬ 
ing  games  is  all  about.  I  must  ad¬ 
mit  that  when  I  first  read  over  the 
directions  that  accompany  It ’s  On¬ 
ly  Natural,  I  didn’t  think  I’d  like 
the  game.  I  found  the  explanations 
of  “why  196  points?”  [10% 
(Kinsey  figures  on  percent  of 


population  that  is  gay)  of  1969 
(date  of  Stonewall  Rebellion) 
equals  196]  and  “why  flowers, 
leaves,  and  trees?”  just  plain  silly, 
even  though  the  game’s  creators 
apparently  write  them  in 
seriousness.  But  the  novelty  of  the 


game  was  intriguing,  so  we  decided 
to  press  on  and  play. 

At  first  just  reading  the 
scenarios  on  the  cards  and  spaces 
was  enough  to  keep  us  amused, 
but  the  actual  play  didn’t  really 
start  getting  interesting  until  well 
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into  the  game,  when  we  figured 
out  how  to  use  the  “It’s  Only 
Natural”  cards  for  strategic  play. 
These  cards  enable  a  player  to 
reverse  direction  on  the  path,  take 
an  extra  turn,  bargain  with 
another  player,  ignore  the  results 
of  a  turn  you  didn’t  like  and  so 
forth. 

If  future  editions  of  the  game 
are  produced,  I  would  suggest 
doubling  the  number  of  “symbol 
cards”  (the  cards  that  have 
scenarios  on  them).  Even  with  on¬ 
ly  three  players,  we  went  through 
all  33  cards  long  before  the  end  of 
the  game.  I  imagine  that  with  more 
players  the  cards  would  start 
repeating  even  sooner. 

Even  with  the  use  of  the  “It’s 
Only  Natural”  cards,  the  game  re¬ 
mains  one  more  of  luck  than  skill. 
Rules  for  two  alternate  versions  of 
the  game  are  also  given,  to  provide 
more  variety  in  the  play.  Though 
we  played  the  game  only  once,  the 
alternates  suggested  look  intrigu¬ 
ing,  and  worth  trying  next  time. 

In  short  It ’s  Only  Natural  pro¬ 
vides  the  perfect  excuse  to  have 
your  friends  (up  to  8  can  play)  over 
for  an  evening  of  light-hearted, 
lesbian-oriented  entertainment. 
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Hot  &  Healthy:  A  Second  Coming  Out 


By  E.  G.  Martin 

So,  you’re  in  a  bar  and  you’ve 
been  talking  to  Mr.  Wonderful  for 
the  past  two  hours.  He’s  hand¬ 
some,  intelligent  and  seemingly 
sensitive.  You  want  this  to  go  on 
for  hours.  But  it  comes  to  that 
critical  moment.  You  would  like  to 
ask  him  home,  but  you  have  to  be 
careful.  How  careful  should  you 
be?  Can  you  take  him  home  and 
enjoy  an  erotic  evening  without 
worry?  The  answers  are  more  sur¬ 
prising  than  you  would  think:  you 
could  go  home  and  “hum  job” 
each  other  silly,  slow  dance  till 
dawn  or  simply  cuddle.  With  cau¬ 
tion  and  caring,  you  can  be  sexual 
and  enjoy  an  erotic  life.  Safer  sex 
does  not  have  to  be  dull. 

That  was  the  basic  message 
presented  at  “Hot,  Horny  and 
Healthy,”  a  session  on  safer  sex 
sponsored  by  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (A AC)  of  Boston,  and 
conducted  by  Michael  Shemoff, 
of  the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  of 
New  York,  and  Dr.  John  Whyte,  a 
volunteer  physician  with  AAC. 
Held  in  the  parish  hall  of  the  Arl¬ 
ington  Street  Church,  this  three- 
hour  group  discussion  and  par¬ 
ticipation  program  covered 
lifestyle  changes  since  the  advent 
of  AIDS,  and  the  modifications 
you  have  to  make  to  continue  to 
have  a  sexual  life.  Whyte  was  the 
principal  architect  of  the  program 
presented  Saturday,  December  6. 
Shemoff  has  presented  similar 
programs  across  the  country  and 
in  Canada  speaking  to  6,500  men 
frorp  major  North  American 
cities. 

Shernoff  announced  at  the  ses¬ 
sion  that  a  video  “The  Joys  of 
Safer  Sex”  will  be  out  within  six 
months.  Also,  the  AAC  will  repeat 
this  session  in  two  months. 

Before  a  crowd  of  200,  mostly 
men  with  some  women  panic- 
pants,  Shernoff  said  that  safer  sex- 

ual  practices  are  for  those  who  are 


single,  couples,  straight  women, 
bisexual  men  and  people  with 
AIDS.  Whyte  echoed  his  point. 

“Sex  has  and  always  will  be  a 
part  of  people’s  lives.  What  we’re 
trying  to  find  is  satisfying  ways  to 
be  sexual  and  healthy,”  Whyte 
said.  The  guidelines  for  the  session 
were  simple:  confidentiality  for 
participants  and  a  tolerance  for 
sexual  practice. 

At  one  point,  Shernoff  asked 
participants  to  look  around  the 
room  at  the  people  who  were 
there.  He  asked  us  to  look  again 
and  think  of  those  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  who  have  been  lost  to  AIDS 
“That’s  our  context  for  the  day,” 
he  said  to  silence.  But  the  overall 
mood  for  the  session  was  not  som¬ 
ber.  It  had  the  exhuberance  of  a  se¬ 
cond  coming  out  —  as  Whyte  had 
described  it  —  the  discovery  of  a 
new  facet  of  one’s  sexuality. 

Whyte  and  Shernoff  separated 
the  participants  into  groups  and 
several  discussions  were  held  on  a 
wide  range  of  sexual  issues.  On 
learning  about  AIDS,  one  of  the 
first  topics,  many  participants  had 
a  variety  of  responses  from  a  sense 
of  “total  withdrawal”  from  sex  to 
a  feeling  of  having  been  cheated. 
“I  don’t  have  any  good  old  days  to 
look  back  on,”  said  one  young  gay 
male.  One  of  the  women  in  the 
group  said,  “It’s  killed  off  bisex¬ 
uality.”  Another  man  said  it  was 
easier  now  to  say  no  to  sex. 

In  addition,  there  is  stress 
caused  by  AIDS  and  the  end  of 
sexual  abandon.  In  frank 
language,  many  said  they  missed 
carefree  fucking,  Crane’s  Beach, 
multiple  partners,  rimming  and 
spontaneity.  Adjusting  to  those 
changes  is  one  of  the  many 
challenges  that  AIDS  presents, 
Shernoff  noted. 

“Is  there  a  way  to  give  up, 
modify  or  change  them  [previous 

sexual  practices]  and  the  loss 


won’t  be  so  great?”  Whyte  asked. 
Shernoff  answered  that  some  of 
the  sexual  practices  will  be  missed, 
but  that  doesn’t  mean  people  must 
completely  change  their  lifestyles. 

“You  can  have  as  much,  as 
many  and  as  often  —  as  long  as 
what  you’re  doing  is  safer,”  Sher¬ 
noff  said. 

Participants  were  asked  what 
they  liked  about  their  sex  lives 
since  the  advent  of  AIDS.  The  list 
included  an  emphasis  on  romance, 
endless  foreplay,  J/O  parties, 
masturbation  and  mutual  mastur¬ 
bation,  flavored  condoms,  fantasy 
sex,  dating  and  courtship,  flirting 
and  a  return  to  communication. 


Shernoff  noted  that  the  list  of 
newer  sexual  practices  was  longer 
than  the  one  commemorating  the 
days  before  AIDS.  He  also  noted 
that  the  second  list  showed  a  new 

concern  for  the  self  and  others. 


The  pre-AIDS  list  was  evidence  of 
the  more  traditional,  masculine  at¬ 
titude  to  sex  while  the  second 
reflected  a  more  feminine  ap¬ 
proach.  Shernoff  stressed  that  the 
two  approaches  are  not  mutually 
exclusive  and  that  elements  of 
both  can  be  united  into  a  new  ex¬ 
pression. 

Later  in  the  session,  participants 
divided  again  into  small  groups  to 
discuss  no-risk  touching,  the  use 
of  condoms,  no-risk  sucking,  voy¬ 
eurism  and  its  variations,  and  safe 
cumming.  Also,  the  men  and 
women  were  asked  to  enact  scen¬ 
arios  for  critical  moments  when 
one  partner  wants  safer  sex  while 


the  other  is  unwilling.  While  some 
played  out  the  roles  of  aggressive 
and  passive  sexual  partners,  others 
in  the  group  observed  the  scenario 
and  made  suggestions  on  how  to 
better  assert  oneself. 


From  their  discussions,  the  par¬ 
ticipants  mentioned  informational 
and  stimulating  variations.  For 
touching,  one  could  always  use 
feather  dusters,  a  massage,  a 
tongue  in  the  ear,  spooning  and 
sucking  toes  (known  in  New  York 
City  as  “shrimping”).  There’s  also 
“docking”  for  foreskinned  men 
who  can  creatively  stroke  appen¬ 
dages.  A  few  old  favorites  were 
mentioned:  wrestling,  bondage 
and  beating,  and  last  but  not  least, 
rubbing  one’s  cock  and  balls  over 
a  partner’s  face. 

Also  covered  by  the  session  was 
the  importance  of  gay  and  bisexual 
men  becoming  familiar  with  the 
use  of  condoms.  The  speakers  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  participants  should 
shop  around.  They  should  also 
practice  using  them  by  putting 
them  on  and  jerking  off  with 
them.  Becoming  more  sensitized 
to  the  latex  wonders  could  help  a 
man  tell  when  a  condom  might  be 
breaking. 

“When  you  begin  to  feel  confi¬ 
dent  about  them,  it’s  time  to  call  a 
friend,”  Whyte  said.  To  demon¬ 
strate  further,  he  stretched  a  rub¬ 
ber  over  his  head  and  nose. 
Flawlessly,  he  performed  a  Howie 
Mandel  routine  by  blowing  air  into 
the  rubber  until  it  reached  an  im¬ 
pressive  climax,  culminating  in  a 
loud  bang. 

“So,  if  anyone  tells  you  he’s 
hung  too  big  for  a  rubber,  you  can 
relate  this  story  to  him,”  Shernoff 
said. 

The  practical  pointers  were 
covered  as  well  —  pinching  the 
rubber’s  tip,  squeezing  out  any  air 
and  applying  lubrication  to  the  in¬ 
side  and  outside  of  the  condom. 
They  stressed  that  rubbers  are 
made  with  or  without  lubrication, 
ribbed,  unribbed,  diposable  and 
should  be  held  onto  when  pulling 
out  of  your  partner. 

Continued  on  page  12 
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For  Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics,  Perserver 

A  Historic  Perspective  on  the  Plac 


By  Don  Hill 

Attending  a  liturgy  sponsored  by  Dignity,  the 
>rganization  of  gay  and  lesbian  Roman  Catholics,  is 
nuch  like  going  to  mass  at  any  other  Catholic  church  in 
Boston  or  across  the  country.  The  language  of  the  ser- 
ice  _  though  omitting  sexist  references  —  follows 
•ssentially  that  which  the  bishops  of  the  Church  and 
heir  leader,  the  Pope,  have  approved.  The  folded 
lands  and  submissive  posture  of  the  orderly  line  of 
ommunicants,  the  quiet  reverence,  and  the  serenity 
temming  from  the  assurance  that  one  belongs  to  the 
)ne  True  Church  reveal  adherence  to  a  religious  tradi- 
on  and  attitudes  shared  by  roughly  15-20  percent  of 
J.S.  citizens. 

Despite  these  and  other  similarities  in  custom  and 
ielief,  lesbian  and  gay  Catholics  find  themselves  out- 
asts  in  the  institution  that  provides  the  moral 
amework  for  their  lives.  The  latest  confirmation  of 
neir  official  status  came  on  October  1  in  the  form  of  a 
iroclamation  from  the  Vatican  whose  vehemence  and 
ncompromising  tone  leaves  little  room  for  debate.  For 
ope  John  Paul  II  and  his  hierarchy,  openly  gay  men 
nd  lesbians  are  not  only  sinners,  but  sinners  whose 
resence  is  not  desired  among  the  Children  of  God. 

How  then,  can  gays  and  lesbians  who  are  open  and 
ositive  about  their  sexuality  reconcile  this  posture  with 
ontinued  involvement  in  the  Roman  Church,  even  at 
s  fringes?  To  attempt  an  answer  requires  looking  not 
nly  at  the  relationship  between  gay  people  and  the 
Church,  but  also  the  Church's  general  teachings  on  sex- 
ality,  and  the  often  stormy  relationship  between  the 
,merican  Church  and  Rome. 


In  addition 
to  praying  for  AIDS 
victims,  the  sick  and 
other  outcasts,  gay  and 
lesbian  Catholics  also  pray 
for  their  Bishop  and  their 
Pope,  sincere  in  the  belief 
that  their  prayers  will 
relieve  an  oppressive 
burden,  one  of  the 
Church's  own 
making. 


The  Church's  teachings  on  sexuality  were  first 
:od ified  for  the  modern  world  by  Pope  Pius  XI  on 
December  31,  1930,  in  his  encyclical  on  the  Christian 
Carriage.  Citing  the  works  of  his  predecessors  and 
others  dating  back  to  St.  Augustine,  Pius  reiterated  the 
-hurch's  longstanding  position  that  the  only  per- 
nissable  sexual  activity  is  that  which  makes  the  par- 
icipants  "helpers  in  the  propagation  of  life."  According 
o  this  view,  heterosexual  marriage,  the  only  proper 
.ontext  for  sex,  is  a  divinely  ordained  institution  whose 
Purpose  and  laws  are  immutable.  The  encyclical  goes 
5n  to  condemn  advocates  of  the  growing  birth  control 
■novement  and  other  advocates  of  "unbridled  lust"  and 
o  mandate  the  choices  available  to  Catholics: 


"On  the  Pastoral 
Care  of  Homosexual 
Persons"  follows  the 
earlier  "Declaration" 
in  making  the  distinction 
between  those  gay  men  and 
women  who  are  active 
sexually  and  those 
who  "follow  the 
counsel  of 
virginity." 


In  choosing  a  state  of  life  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
it  is  in  the  power  and  discretion  of  each  one  to 
prefer  one  or  the  other;  either  to  embrace  the 
counsel  of  virginity  given  by  Jesus  Christ,  or  to 
bind  himself  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony.  To  take 
from  man  the  principal  ends  of  marriage  laid 
down  in  the  beginning  by  God  Himself  in  the 
words  'Increase  and  Multiply,'  is  beyond  the 
power  of  any  human  law. 

In  the  late  1950s  and  early  1960s,  Catholic  sexual 
minorities  —  all  presumably  celibate  —  were  given  new 
hope  that  Church  teachings  on  sexuality  would  change 
with  the  convening  of  the  Second  Vatican  Council.  First 
proposed  by  Pope  John  XIII  in  1 959  and  opened  on  Oc¬ 
tober  11,  1962,  this  unusual  gathering  of  bishops  and 
theologians  from  around  the  world  was  charged  by  the 
Pontiff  with  assessing  Church  teachings  in  the  light  of 
contemporary  scientific  thought  and  the  particular  pro¬ 
blems  faced  by  men  and  women  in  the  twentieth  cen¬ 
tury.  While  there  was  some  movement  in  the  Church's 
position  on  marriage,  problems  concerning  the  intimate 
lives  of  individual  Catholics  were  deemed  by  Pope  John 
and  his  successor  Paul  VI  as  inappropriate  for  the  Coun¬ 
cil  and  pointedly  excluded  from  its  work. 

The  Council's  view  of  sexuality  and  marriage  —  put 
forth  in  its  document  "The  Church  in  the  Modern 
World"  (1965)  —  follows  the  Church's  traditional 
teachings  but  adds  another  dimension  to  the  growing 
discussion.  Marriage  is  confirmed  as  the  only  per- 
missable  context  for  sexual  activity,  but  procreation  is 
no  longer  the  sole  aim  of  Catholic  matrimony.  Carefully 
avoiding  the  question  of  whether  couples  might  in  some 
way  interfere  with  the  "natural  course"  of  heterosexual 
sex,  the  Council  nonetheless  took  the  view  of  sex  as  a 
fulfilling  component  of  marriage  aside  from  its  role  in 
assuring  growth  in  the  Catholic  population. 

In  July  of  1968,  in  his  encyclical  "Human  Vitae," 
Paul  VI  articulated  what  remains  the  official  Church 
position  on  sexual  ethics.  Amid  a  storm  of  protest  which 
persisted  throughout  his  reign,  Paul  upheld  traditional 
teachings  on  sexuality,  establishing  once  again  procrea¬ 
tion  as  the  primary  rationale  for  sexual  activity.  Though 
not  dealing  directly  with  questions  concerning  homo¬ 
sexuality  —  Paul's  main  concern  is  birth  control  —  the 
message  is  clear:  sexual  activity  outside  the  Church's 
definition  of  marriage,  and  that  within  marriage  which  is 


Excerpts  from  th 
Bishops  of  the  Catholic  Ch 

of  Homosexi 

.  .  .God,  by  His  infinite  wisdom  and  love,  brings 
into  existence  all  of  reality  as  a  reflection  of  His 
goodness.  He  fashions  mankind,  male  and  female, 
in  His  own  image  and  likeness.  Human  beings, 
therefore,  are  nothing  less  than  the  work  of  God 
Himself;  and  in  the  complementarity  of  the  sexes, 
they  are  called  to  reflect  the  inner  unity  of  the 
Creator.  They  do  this  in  a  striking  way  in  their 
cooperation  with  Him  in  the  transmission  of  life  by 
a  mutual  donation  of  the  self  to  the  other .... 

*  *  * 

. .  .The  Church,  obedient  to  the  Lord  who  found¬ 
ed  her  and  gave  her  the  sacramental  life, 
celebrates  the  divine  plan  of  the  loving  and  life- 
giving  union  of  men  and  women  in  the  sacrament 
of  marriage.  It  is  only  in  the  marital  relationship 
that  the  use  of  the  sexual  faculty  can  be  morally 
good.  A  person  engaging  in  homosexual  behavior 
therefore  acts  immorally. 

-  ,* 


artificially  controlled,  is  to  receive  the  Church's  severe 
condemnation. 

The  first  Church  document  to  deal  openly  and  ex¬ 
plicitly  with  the  lives  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  was  issued 
by  The  Sacred  Congregation  for  the  Doctrine  of  th* 
Faith  —  the  Vatican's  moral  Sergeant-at-arms  —  in 
December,  1975.  This  document,  titled  "Declaration 
on  Certain  Questions  Concerning  Sexual  Ethics,' 
makes  the  distinction  between  those  gay  men  and 
women  "whose  tendancy  comes  from  a  false  educa¬ 
tion,  from  lack  of  normal  development,  from  habit, 
from  bad  example  or  other  similar  causes"  and  those 
whose  orientation  is  the  result  of  "innate  instinct  ora 
pathological  constitution."  Despite  this  distinction,  the 


Gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  have  resolved  to 
stand  and  fight  despite  assertions  by  Catholic  officials 
that  "the  Church  will  continue  to  withstand  any  pressure 
intended  to  weaken  its  clear  teaching  voice. 


lance  Means  Carving  Their  Own  Niche 

tee  of  Sex  in  Catholic  Thought 


sexual  activity  is  acceptable  to  the  Church. 

"On  the  Pastoral  Care  of  Homosexual  Persons" 
follows  the  earlier  "Declaration"  in  making  the  distinc¬ 
tion  between  those  gay  men  and  women  who  are  active 
sexually  and  those  who  "follow  the  counsel  of 
virginity."  The  latter  are  to  be  treated  with  charity  and 
understanding  but  the  former  not  given  even  the 
"semblance  of  such  support."  In  a  thinly  veiled 
reference  to  the  AIDS  crisis,  the  Congregation  chastises 
gay  rights  activists  for  continuing  the  fight  despite  what 
it  calls  the  endangerment  of  a  large  segment  of  the 
population  and  is  understanding  of  violent  "reactions" 
in  response  to  such  efforts. 

*  *  * 

Michael  Scally  was  raised  in  a  Catholic  Church 
which  has  virtually  ceased  to  exist  in  the  United  States. 
In  the  then  heavily  Irish  Catholic  Dorchester  section  of 
Boston,  neighborhood  and  parish  boundaries  coincid¬ 
ed.  Like  many  young  men,  he  attended  Catholic  elem- 


O'Connor  of  New  York  —  to  enforce  orthodoxy.  Since 
the  beginning  of  John  Paul  ll's  tenure  in  1978,  in  fact, 
Catholics  in  the  United  States  and  other  western  coun¬ 
tries  have  been  subjected  to  a  barrage  of  pressure  from 
the  Vatican  to  conform  to  papal  authority.  Leaving  be¬ 
hind  Pope  John's  exhortation  to  "meet  the  needs  of  the 
present  day  by  demonstrating  the  validity  of  her  [the 
Church's]  teaching  rather  than  by  condemnations,"  the 
current  Catholic  leadership  seeks  to  censure  those  who 
dissent,  and  if  they  persist,  expel  them  from  the  Church. 

The  Church's  fight  to  enforce  orthodoxy  has  re¬ 
volved,  not  surprisingly  given  its  firm  code  of  sexual 
ethics,  around  those  who  publicly  dissent  from  its  views 
on  sexuality.  In  recent  actions,  for  example,  the  Church 
stripped  Archbishop  Raymond  Hunthausen  of  Seattle  of 
his  authority  in  key  areas  in  response  to  his  unconven¬ 
tional  views  and  actions  on  a  variety  of  issues,  including 
his  acceptance  of  a  Dignity  mass  in  the  Seattle 
cathedral.  The  New  York  Archdiocese,  headed  by  the 
conservative  O'Connor,  has  recently  issued  guidelines 


Attending  a  liturgy  sponsored  by  Dignity, 
the  organization  of  gay  and  lesbian  Roman  Catholics, 
is  much  like  going  to  mass  at  any  other  Catholic  church  in 
Boston  or  across  the  country.  Yet  despite  similarities 
in  custom  and  belief,  lesbian  and  gay  Catholics  find 
themselves  outcasts  in  the  institution  that  provides 
the  moral  framework  for  their  lives. 


he  "Letter  to  the 
hurch  on  the  Pastoral  Care 
cual  Persons" 

To  choose  of  the  same  sex  for  one's  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  is  to  annul  the  rich  symbolism  and  meaning, 
not  to  mention  the  goals,  of  the  Creator's  sexual 
design.  Homosexual  activity  is  not  a  complemen¬ 
tary  union,  able  to  transmit  life;  and  so  it  thwarts 
the  call  to  a  life  of  that  form  of  self-giving  which  the 
Gospel  says  is  the  essence  of  Christian  living.  This 
does  not  mean  that  homosexual  persons  are  not 
often  generous  and  giving  of  themselves;  but 
when  they  engage  in  homosexual  activity  they 
confirm  within  themselves  a  disordered  sexual  in¬ 
clination  which  is  essentially  self-indulgent. 

As  in  every  moral  disorder,  homosexual  activi¬ 
ty  prevents  one's  own  fulfillment  and  happiness 
by  acting  contrary  to  the  creative  wisdom  of  God. 
The  Church,  in  rejecting  erroneous  opinions  re¬ 
garding  homosexuality,  does  not  limit  but  rather 
defends  personal  freedom  and  dignity  realistically 
and  authentically  understood. 


entary  and  secondary  schools,  faithfully  participated  in 
mass  with  his  family  on  Sundays,  thought  of  becoming  a 
priest,  and  felt  the  torture  of  guilt  at  breaking  the 
Church's  rigid  code  of  behavior.  As  he  grew  older 
however,  differences  with  his  compatriots  quickly  sur¬ 
faced:  he  was  advised  by  his  confessor  to  see  a 
psychiatrist  after  confessing  that  he  was  gay;  college  and 
the  bar  scene  taught  him  that  there  are  "politics  to  go 
with  the  lifestyle." 

After  a  few  years  in  New  York  and  away  from  the 
Church  —  not  because  of  his  lifestyle  but  because  he 
was  "no  longer  interested"  —  Scally  returned  to  Boston 
in  1 979  to  live  with  his  family.  By  rejoining  his  family,  he 
rejoined  the  Church,  participating  in  parish  activities 
and  joining  organizations  of  young  Catholics.  It  was  a 
time  of  relative  freedom  in  the  Church,  which  after 
many  years  was  still  struggling  with  the  meaning  of  the 
Second  Vatican  Council.  In  these  the  final  years  of  the 
reign  of  Paul  VI,  dissent  was  tolerated  but  not  encour¬ 
aged.  With  a  conservative  Church  hierarchy  securely 
installed  in  Rome,  however,  Scally  now  finds  that  the 
Church  of  his  childhood  does  not  entirely  meet  his 
needs  as  an  adult,  especially  as  an  openly  gay  adult. 
Besides,  they  don't  want  him  there  anyway. 

*  *  * 

Like  most  American  Catholics,  Scally  believes  that  it 
is  possible  to  remain  faithful  to  the  Church  and  disagree 
with  its  hierarchy  on  matters  of  sexual  ethics.  In  a  recent 
poll  conducted  by  the  New  York  Times,  eighty-six  per¬ 
cent  of  American  Catholics  aged  18-39  agree  that  it  is 
possible  to  disregard  the  teachings  of  the  Church  on 
sexual  morality  and  remain  good  Catholics,  this  despite 
the  efforts  of  the  Pope  and  members  of  the  American 
hierarchy  —  notably  Cardinals  Law  of  Boston  and 


to  parish  heads  forbidding  speaking  engagements  in 
Catholic  Churches  by  those  who  disagree  with  Church 
policy  —  a  move  widely  held  to  be  aimed  at  New  York 
Governor  Mario  Cuomo  and  other  supporters  of  pub¬ 
licly  funded  abortions  for  low-income  women. 

*  *  * 

Scally,  now  head  of  a  Boston  social  service  agency 
and  a  regional  director  of  Dignity,  is  "angry  and 
disgusted"  at  the  Vatican's  recent  actions.  He,  like  his 
fellow  members  of  the  Dignity  contingent  in  Boston, 
however,  refuse  to  renounce  their  Catholic  identity.  As 
one  non-Catholic  remarked,  "it  [gay  Catholics  renounc¬ 
ing  their  religion]  must  be  like  a  Black  gay  person  rejec¬ 
ting  his  blackness  in  the  face  of  the  gay  community's 
racism."  Gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  have  resolved  to 
stand  and  fight  despite  assertions  by  Catholic  officials 
that  "the  Church  will  continue  to  withstand  any 
pressure  intended  to  weaken  its  clear  teaching  voice." 
Scally  has  no  illusions  that  the  Church  hierarchy  will 
change  its  authoritarian  ways;  instead  he  hopes  that 
"the  spirit  which  moves  all  of  the  people"  will  bring 
about  an  eventual  change  in  the  Church's  attitude 
toward  sexuality. 

Each  Sunday  evening,  the  members  of  Dig¬ 
nity/Boston  gather  in  the  basement  of  Arlington  Street 
Unitarian  Church.  With  lovers  or  alone,  these  women 
and  men  vow  to  uphold  the  centuries-old  tradition  of 
Catholic  practice  and,  the  newer  tradition  of  gay  libera¬ 
tion.  In  addition  to  praying  for  AIDS  victims,  the  sick 
and  other  outcasts,  the  two  hundred  or  so  members  al¬ 
so  pray  for  their  Bishop,  Bernard,  and  their  Pope,  John 
Paul,  sincere  in  the  belief  that  their  prayers  will  relieve 
an  oppressive  burden,  one  of  the  Church's  own 
making. 


t  document  goes  on  to  condemn  homosexual  acts  as  "in¬ 
trinsically  disordered"  for  which  there  can  be  no 
justification.  The  document  goes  on  to  condemn 
j|  "premature"  sexual  activity  ("every  genital  act  must  be 
p  within  the  framework  of  marriage")  and  masturbation 
i  ("the  deliberate  use  of  the  sexual  faculty  outside  normal 

i  conjugal  relations  essentially  contradicts  the  finality  of 
the  facility"). 

|l  The  latest  document  from  the  Congregation  for  the 
r  Faith,  "On  the  Pastoral  Care  of  Homosexual  Persons," 
t  is  a  direct  descendant  of  modern  Catholic  teaching  on 
•  sexuality.  As  in  previous  documents,  procreation  within 
i  the  context  of  the  Church's  definition  of  marriage  is  the 
f  most  important  consideration  in  determining  whether 


Like  many  young  men,  Scally  attended 
mass  with  his  family  on  Sunday,  thought  of  becoming  a 
priest,  and  felt  the  torture  of  guilt  at  breaking  the 
Church's  rigid  code  of  behavior. 
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What  Friends  Are  For:  AIDS  Fundraisers 


By  Loie  Hayes 

Gladys  Knight  (pictured  here) 
and  the  Pips,  Grace  Jones  and 
local  disc  jockey  Sunny  Joe  White 
showed  Boston  “what  friends  are 
for”  at  the  annual  Boston  Against 
AIDS  fundraising  party  on  Dec.  9 
at  the  Metro  club.  The  $100,000 
raised  for  Boston’s  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC)  equals  approx¬ 
imately  seven  percent  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  $1.6  million  1986  budget. 

Between  1,600  and  1,800  people 
filled  the  Metro  for  the  party,  in¬ 


cluding  six  members  of  the  New 
England  Patriots  football  team 
and  a  higher  percentage  of  young 
people  and  heterosexuals  than  at 
most  AAC  fundraisers.  The  local 
all-girl  rock  band,  Girls  Night 
Out,  a  fashion  show  by  Saks  Fifth 
Avenue,  and  Grace  Jones’  latest 
music  video  rounded  out  the 
entertainment  for  the  evening. 

Two  other  recent  AAC  fun¬ 
draisers  raised  $30,000  each:  a 
Nov.  9  walk-a-thon  sponsored  by 


Boston  suburban  synagogues  and 
churches  and,  on  Dec.  4,  the  an¬ 
nual  Christmas  Auction  hosted  by 
the  Club  Cafe.  The  auction  in¬ 
cluded  a  copy  of  the  Broadway  hit 
The  Search  for  Signs  of  Intelligent 
Life  in  the  Universe,  signed  by 
author  Jane  Wagner  and  actress 
Lily  Tomlin.  The  book  went  for 


What 

By  Marea  Murray 

Dear  women:  GCN  has  asked 
me  to  write  an  article  based  on 
what  women  think  about  the 
dynamics,  qualities,  types,  etc. 
that  play  into  their  attraction  to 
other  women.  If  you  want  to  con¬ 
tribute  your  two-cents-worth  to 
this  highly  unscientific  study,  send 
your  responses  by  Dec.  17  to: 
Features  Attraction  Survey,  GCN, 
167  Tremont,  Boston  02111.  If 
you’d  be  willing  to  be  interviewed 
also,  include  your  name  and 
phone.  No  names  will  be  used  in 
the  article.  Please  be  as  complete 
and  creative  as  possible. 

How  do  you  describe  yourself 
(circle  all  applying  to  you):  gay 
woman,  lesbian,  bisexual;  white, 

Black,  Latina,  Asian,  other _ ; 

ethnic _ ;  working-class,  middle- 

class,  upper-class;  coupled,  single, 
monogamous,  non-monogamous, 
celibate;  feminist,  politically 


$450. 

The  walk-a-thon,  which 
organizers  had  only  expected  to 
raise  $10,000,  was  initiated  to 
fund  the  first  year  of  a  meals-on- 
wheels  program  for  people  with 
AIDS  (PWAs).  Almost  one-third 
of  the  300  PWAs  currently  involv¬ 
ed  in  AAC  programs  are  receiving 


aware,  activist,  correct,  incorrect, 
apolitical;  religious  affiliation  (if 
any): _ ;  age: _ 

What  kind  of  look  attracts  you? 
Why?  Do  these  criteria  vary?  Does 
the  setting  play  a  part? 

How  do  you  characterize  your¬ 
self  (if  you  do)  in  terms  of  butch, 
femme,  androgynous,  mixed?  Are 
you  usually  attracted  to  butch, 
femme,  androgynous  or  other 
characteristics? 

Do  you  ever  find  yourself  notic¬ 
ing  men  who  look  butch,  femme  or 
androgynous?  What  is  that  like? 

What  do  these  terms  mean  to 
you:  butch,  femme,  androgynous? 
(Please  take  time  to  describe.) 

Which  “type”  do  you  get  in¬ 
volved  with?  Is  there  a  difference 
from  the  type  you  cruise  or  notice? 
Why  or  why  not? 

Do  you  look  at  and  find  attrac¬ 
tive  women  of  different  races? 


some  sort  of  financial  support 
from  the  Committee.  Eighteen  of 
those  will  immediately  benefit 
from  home  delivery  of  meals. 

The  $30,000  raised  by  the  walk- 
a-thon  represents  the  largest  dona¬ 
tion  to  the  AAC  from  an  event 
which  the  AAC  itself  did  not  have 
to  organize. 


Which?  Would  you  approach  a 
woman  of  a  different  race  (to 
dance,  talk,  etc.)?  Why  or  why 
not? 

Are  you  attracted  to  women  of 
different  class  or  religious 
backgrounds?  Why  or  why  not? 

How  about  women  who  exhibit 
different  emotional  behavior,  at¬ 
titudes  or  ideas?  Is  there  a  pattern 
in  these  differences? 

What  role  does  weight  play  in 
who  you  find  attractive? 

Are  you  attracted  to  “baby 
dykes,”  younger  or  older  women 
(to  cruise,  to  approach,  to  dance 
with,  to  be  involved  with)? 

Please  write  about  any  other 
significant  factors  you’ve  noticed 
about  who  catches  your  eye  and 
what  you  feel  about  your  attrac¬ 
tions.  Thanks. 


Gladys  Knight  performs  at  Boston  Against  AIDS,  Dec.  9. 


Turns  You  On? 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86V2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 
STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 


PLASTERING 

DAVER1K  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 


ACCOMMODATIONS 
OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac! 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Gay  & 

Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  J.P. 

(617)  522-1464 
Tues.-Fri.  12-7 
Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
AFFORDABLE  CATERING 
FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


CHIROPRACTORS 

TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 1 22  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  M A  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE.  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR. WOMEN, 
COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 
Jill  Richard,  LICSW 
1 130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
776-6158 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 


DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60  Vi  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Apointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

COMMODORE  REALTY  & 
INVESTMENT  GROUP 
David  J.  Vieira,  Broker/Owner 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-1507 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.BarryWing 
9  Warren  Square 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-2896/  524-6074 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 
ROLFING 
LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02145 
7 76-4340 
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NAMBLA  FUes  Complaint 


Continued  from  page  1 

port  of  NAMBLA. 

Sparked  by  the  passage  of  the 
lesbian/gay  ordinance  last  March, 
NAMBLA  renewed  its  request  for 
meeting  space.  The  group  was  in¬ 
vited  to  present  its  case  to  the 
board,  and  did  so  on  June  2. 

“[T]he  Community  Center  is 
the  first  choice  as  meeting  spot  for 
the  Horatio  Alger  Chapter  of 
NAMBLA.  It  is  also,  in  practical 
terms,  the  last  resort,”  according 
to  a  statement  issued  at  the  June 
meeting  by  NAMBLA.  “Since  the 
Board  denied  us  space  to  meet  a 
year  ago,  the  chapter  has  been 
unable  to  find  an  affordable, 
regular  space  for  meetings.  We 
have  ended  up  using  a  member’s 
apartment  —  a  room  inadequate 
for  the  active  membership  we  have 
now  and  one  that  makes  it  im¬ 
possible  for  the  group  to  grow. 
Our  need  for  space  is  desperate.” 

In  a  July  29  letter,  Irving 
Cooperberg,  president  of  the 
Center’s  Board  wrote  NAMBLA 
that,  “The  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Services  Center  unanimously 
voted  to  deny  your  organization’s 
request  for  a  meeting  space  at  the 
Center.”  Explaining  that  decision, 
he  wrote,  “We  received  a  definite 
indication  that  our  fundraising  ef¬ 
forts  would  be  severely  com¬ 


promised  should  NAMBLA  be 
permitted  to  meet  at  the 

Center _ We  must  not,  and  will 

not,  jeopardize  the  Center  by 
honoring  your  request.” 

NAMBLA’s  Rhodes  is  critical 
of  the  board’s  reasoning.  He  said, 
“It  is  a  meretricious  argument,  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word:  it  is 
boring  and  tawdry.  If  they  really 
wanted  to  maximize  their  fun¬ 
draising  efforts,  they  would  stop 
dealing  with  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
Their  argument  is  not  even  prin¬ 
cipled,  but  based  on  pure  expe¬ 
diency.” 

“There  is  no  question  that  the 
board’s  decision  was  a  blatant  ex¬ 
ample  of  discrimination  toward  an 
entire  group,”  said  NAMBLA 
spokesperson  David  Thorstad. 
“The  fact  that  those  who 
discriminated,  and  those  who  were 
its  victims,  are  both  gay  makes  it 
all  the  more  sad.  Nor  can  the 
board’s  action  be  excused  by  the 
fact  that  it  is  an  unelected,  self- 
perpetuating  oligarchy  which  is 
not  beholden  to  any  democratic 
procedure.” 

NAMBLA  also  alleges  that  city 
officials  may  have  “made  non¬ 
rental  to  NAMBLA  a  precondi¬ 
tion  for  financial  backing  for  the 
Center.”  NAMBLA  offers  no 
evidence  for  the  allegation. 


The  Center  did  not  return 
GCN' s  calls. 

Ironically,  one  group  that  has 
also  had  differences  with  the 
Center  is  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
of  New  York  (GLYNY).  Accor¬ 
ding  to  GLYNY’s  Stan  Isaacs,  the 
Center  “wanted  to  limit  the 
amount  of  time  GLYNY  was 
around”  last  year.  “They  said  we 
weren’t  being  productive  or  con¬ 
structive.”  The  drinking  age  in 
New  York  is  21,  and  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  bars  are  not  accessible  to 
many  young  people.  The  Center  is 
one  of  the  few  places  open  to  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  youth. 

He  also  said  GLYNY’s  office 
had  been  taken  away,  “pending 
what  they  call  reconstruction,  but 


all  I’ve  seen  is  painting.  I  don’t  ex¬ 
pect  to  see  an  office  for  a  while.” 

“They’re  more  than  willing  to 
let  us  have  dances,  but  not  willing 
to  let  us  have  an  office,”  Isaacs 
said.  “But  they  should:  we’re  a 
vital  asset  to  the  community,  and 
we  need  a  place  for  permanent 
residence.” 

Despite  the  differences,  he  em¬ 
phasized  GLYNY  has  “always  had 
a  good  relationship  with  the 
Center,”  and  that  they  use  the 
Center  space  free  of  charge.  “But 
then,  if  we  had  to  pay,  it  should  be 
according  to  our  budget.  And  we 
can’t  generate  the  funds  adult 
organizations  can.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


THE  TRIBE  OF  DINA: 

A  JEWISH 

WOMEN’S  ANTHOLOGY 


EOITEO  BY  MELANIE  KAYEiKANTROWlTZ 
IRENA  KIEPFIS2 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA, 
AMY  D.  WETTER, 

DMD 

R.D.H 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

Bl  JDDFNBRGDKS 

BACK  BAY  IK51KSMITH 
Boston's  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out  of  print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 

_ _ _ I _ 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 
Gerry  Azzata 

Boston  (617)  266-0760  San  Francisco  (415)  626-4224 


Newburyport  —  North  Shore 

Women’s  Counseling  &  Family  Services 


an  affirmative  counseling  service  for 
lesbians  &  gay  men,  their  partners  &  families, 


The  Professional  Building 
Forrester  Street 
Newburyport,  MA  01950 

negotiable  fees  617/465-1061  insurance  accepted 


Elizabeth  Fragola,  L.  C.  S.  W. 
Sarah  F.  Pearlman,  L.  C.  S.  W. 
Cynthia  Scheuer,  Ph.D. 


Hlone? 


fire  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  provided  thousands  of  gay 
men  uiith  a  safe,  effectiue 
may  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  $30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 

EaaaSlaaaaff 

800-633-6969 


DESIGN 
PRINTING 

LET  US  HELP  ^  TYPESETTING 

YOU  PREPARE  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  4975 


General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
•Real  Estate  Transfers 
•Consumer/Small 
Business 


Employment 

•Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
•Worker's  Comp. 


52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


%&  (617>52MS22 


a 

change 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MA  02130 


Available  December  17. 
Reserve  your  copy  now. 


"The  love  scenes  are  probably  the  sexiest  in  a  movie 
since  Debra  Winger  and  Richard  Gere  in  'An  Officer 
and  a  Gentleman.'  "—Vogue 

"A  mUSt-See  film." — USA  Today 

'Upbeat,  off-beat,  and 
refreshingly  honest." 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429^ 
Mon. -Sat.  10-9,  Sun.  12-7 


Page  12  •  Gay  Community  News,  December  14-20,  1986 


Men  and  Women 

This  holiday  season,  give  a  healthy  gift: 

BOD  Y  WORKS  G  YM 
HOLIDA  Y  SPECIAL 

">f/"c/es 


1 -month  trial 
membership 
$20 


53  River  St.,  Central  Square,  Cambridge 
576-1493 

OTHER  GIFT  CERTIFICATES  AVAILABLE^ 


if 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 
Boston,  MA  02109 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Coll  Toll  Free  l-*00-3S*-31»5 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 

40  Trapelo  Road  529  Newbury  St. 

Belmont,  MA  02178  Boston,  MA  02215 

484-8383 _ 266-8353 


INDIVIDUAL/  GROUP/  COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


S-'N 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


y  y* 


,Fenway\^ 
Community 
Health  J 
^ Center  y 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable 
He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 

You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAV1LAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  V1SA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


YES  -  THERE  IS  A 
BETTER  WAY  TO  FIND 
NEW  FRIENDS  OR  A 
RELATIONSHIP. 


617-  723-2021 

CONNECTION,  Ltd. 

NEW  ENGLAND’S  ONLY  GAY 
OWNED  AND  STAFFED 
Dating  service  for  Sincere 
people  looking  for  Honest 
Friendships  or  a  Relationship 
in  the  future. 


CD 


Hot  &  Healthy  Workshop 

Continued  from  page  7 


There  were  a  number  of  other 
notable  no-risk  practices  that  the 
public  has  a  right  to  know:  a  “hum 
job”  in  which  your  partner  sucks 
the  shaft  of  the  cock,  not  the  tip;  a 
“pearls  before  cock”  —  a  string  of 
pearls  wrapped  around  the  balls 
can  be  carefully  removed  with  the 
tongue  and  lips;  the  use  of  big, 
electric  vibrators  with  variable 
speeds;  watching  joggers  jiggling 
their  things  without  the  comfort  of 
their  jock  straps;  and  the  epi¬ 
curean  “melon  to  melon”  where 
two  men  fuck  a  honeydew  which 
has  been  properly  warmed  in  an 
oven  for  20  minutes.  Certainly  not 
your  garden  variety,  but  many  par¬ 
ticipants  agreed  that  these 
amusements  could’ve  been  done 
before  the  advent  of  AIDS.  “It’s 
good  to  know  what  can  be  done  in 


Scene  from  the  “healthy  sex 

video”  Inevitable  Love. 


the  ’80s,”  said  one  participant. 

It’s  important  that  when  you 
ask  that  special  one  home,  you  be 
aggressive  when  proposing  safer 


Coming  Out  Is  Rocky 

if  you  wish  you  were  straight ...  if  your  family 
rejects  gays. .  .if  you  don’t  have  gay  friends. .  .if 
it’s  dangerous  to  be  open  at  work. 


Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


II  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it’s  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge.  J&S  has  been  Boston  s  hip 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it  s  also  been 
the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So. 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability  But  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
'The  Brinks  Job 


(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper.  Best  of  Boston.  Fall.  1980) 


BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass.  Ave  Busline  267-0300 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


Looking  for  the  opportunity 
to  break 

into  graphic  arts? 

Gay  Community  News,  the  national  newsweekly  for  lesbians  and' 
gay  men,  seeks  a  highly  motivated  design  director  who  wants  to  put  a 
strong  design  sensibility  to  work  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

The  design  director  at  GCN  is  responsible  for  the  overall  look  of  the 
paper.  You'll  design— or  assign  to  volunteer  artists— each  week's  front 
cover  and  centerspread  feature  article,  as  well  as  our  highly  regarded 
monthly  book  supplement.  You'll  also  oversee  the  production  of  each 
week's  paper,  design  special  promotional  material,  and  recruit 

production  and  art  volunteers. 

This  job  is  a  great  opportunity  to  develop  a  range  of  graphic  arts  skills — 
pasteup,  layout,  design,  type  specing— in  a  fast-paced,  politically 

exciting  environment. 

GCN  is  committed  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism, 
anti-classism,  and  the  collective  decision-making  process.  We’re  looking 
for  someone  who  shares  our  commitment,  and  someone  who  can  bring 
a  strong  design  sensibilitytend  the  requisite  skills.  We  offer  low  pay 
SI  80  /week),  great  benefits  (four  weeks  vacation,  fully  paid  health/ 
life  insurance),  and  lots  of  opportunity  to  display  your  talents. 

To  apply,  please  send  in  a  letter  and  resume  (work  samples  will  be 
examined  during  an  interview)  to:  Art  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  Street  #5,  Boston  MA  02111, 426-4469. 

GCN  particularly  encourages  gay  men  and  lesbians  of  color  to  apply. 


sex,  the  speakers  advised.  It 
shouldn’t  be  presented  in  an 
apologetic  manner  but  with  an  em¬ 
phasis  on  fun. 

“You  can  have  a  lot  of  fun  with 
it,  and  that’s  sexy,”  Shernoff  said. 
The  approach  should  be  clear  and 
direct,  and  you  should  take  the 
responsibility  that  accompanies 
being  sexually  active  in  the  1980s. 

If,  however,  your  Mr.  Wonder¬ 
ful  insists  upon  having  it  his  way, 
which  is  to  say  unsafely,  you 
should  be  prepared.  Shernoff  sug¬ 
gested  that  you  break  into  a  high- 
pitched  version  of  “Stop!  In  the 
Name  of  Love!”  or  otherwise  em¬ 
phasize  that  you  care  about  him 
and  yourself.  Also,  the  speakers 
urged  that  participants  spread  the 
word  about  the  session. 

“The  next  time  there’s  a  lull  in 
the  conversation  why  not  ask, 
‘How  many  ways  of  fucking  can 
you  think  of  that  are  safe?’  ” 
Shernoff  urged. 

The  rousing  (and  arousing)  ses¬ 
sion  ended  with  the  men  and  wo¬ 
men  holding  hands  and  listening  to 
Shernoff  talk  about  the  right  to 
have  a  happy  and  healthy  sex  life. 
We  were  asked  to  listen  to  Dionne 
Warwick’s  “That’s  What  Friends 
Are  For.”  The  words  rang  true  for 
everyone:  “Keep  smiling/  Keep 
shining/  Knowing  you  can  always 
count  on  me.” 

Shernoff  said  the  essence  of  gay 
liberation  was  expressed  in  that 
moment:  people  who  love  and  care 
about  each  other  enough  not  to  en¬ 
danger  one  another.  We  were  told 
to  applaud  ourselves,  “this  strong 
gay  community  of  Boston.”  But, 
by  then,  no  one  had  to  be  told  to 
do  that. 

To  find  out  about  future  safer  sex 
workshops,  or  to  request  other 
AIDS-related  information,  call  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  at 
437-6200.  The  AIDS  Action 
Hotline.  536-7733,  is  staffed  from 
3-9 p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday. 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(617) 

266-26 


69 


Counseling  6 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  022 1.5 


san 


U6 ran# 


538-7037 


Saturday  &  Sunday 
Brunch 

$6.95 

Wednesday  night  — 
all  you  can  eat 

$9.95 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 
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GCN  SEEKS  NEW  HOME 

It  appears  that  our  building  has 
been  sold  and  the  new  owners 
want  to  tear  it  down  as  soon  as 
possiblE.  Please  consider  all 
the  ways  you  could  help:  Help 
us  search  for  possible  spaces 
available  immediately.  Spaces 
should  have  2000  sq.  ft.  or  so  of 
floor  space,  be  reasonably  near 
public  transportation  and  not 
cost  more  than  $1000  per 
month.  Consider  a  donation  of 
time  and/or  money  for  the  in¬ 
evitable  moving  costs.  Be 
prepared  to  come  by  a  few  times 
to  lend  a  hand  packing  boxes. 
Call  us-we  have  many  sugges¬ 
tions  as  to  how  you  could  help. 
GCN  is  run  by  its  membership. 
We  look  to  you  for  help. 

Please  contact  the  GCN  MOVE 
folks  at  426-4469.  (C) 


PERSONALS _ 

GWF,  27  composer,  attractive,  well- 
educated  with  a  good  sense  of  humor, 
likes  movies,  camping,  cycling,  dinners 
out,  films  and  racquetball.  I’m  sincere, 
carinjf'  honest  and  considerate.  Am 
seeking  LF  24-35  who  has  similar  or 
parallel  interests  and  attributes  for 
friendship  or  maybe  more.  Box  162.  (22) 

PATRUSHKA  MY  IRISH  BEAR 
Your  la  love  longs  lustfully  for  X-mas 
eve.  I’ll  be  at  the  gate  w/open  arms, 
arms  that  have  waited  a  lifetime  to  have 
you  inside  them  again.  With  all  the  pas¬ 
sion  in  my  heart,  your  Russian  Mischa 
Bear. _ (22) 

M  to  F  seeks  LF  friends  to  share  my 
feelings  of  being  a  LF.  I  like  music, 
reading,  photog.,  outdoors.  I  am  a  good 
letter  writer.  Box  163. _ (22) 

FOR  THE  GAY  ROMANTIC 
The  Gentlemen's  Club  is  the  romantic 
new  dating  service  for  gay  men.  Special 
introductory  offer:  $15  for  3  dates.  Your 
letter  will  receive  personalized  atten¬ 
tion  from  our  caring  staff.  Note:  AIDS 
patients,  you  too  deserve  to  be  loved.  A 
special  branch  of  our  service  caters  to 
your  needs.  The  Gentlemen's  Club, 
Suite  E  422,  303  West  42nd  St.,  New 
York,  NY  10036.  Phone:  (201)  763-6451. 
(22) 


IS  SOMEONE  YOU 

LOVE  DYING? 

Dealing  Creatively  with  Death:  A 
Manual  of  Death  Education  and  Simple 
Burial  sensitively  details  available  op¬ 
tions  to  help  you  and  your  loved  one 
make  important  decisions  together. 
Highly  recommended  by  Kubler-Ross 
and  Medical  Self-Care.  Send  $9:  Celo 
Press,  1901 B  Hannah  Branch  Rd.,  Burn- 
sville,  NC  28714. _ (22) 

GIVESAVEGIVESAVEGIVESAVE 
SAVEGIVESAVEGIVESAVEGIVE 
What  holiday  gift  is  sale-priced  now 
through  Jan.  30? 

What  holiday  gift  is  everybody  talking 
about? 

What  holiday  gift  is  new  &  original  each 
week  of  the  year? 

Check  the  back  cover  for  the  answer! 
(C) 


ENERGETIC  AND  ADVENTUROUS 

Prof.  LWF  can  also  be  refelctive.  Look¬ 
ing  for  other  prof,  nonsmkrs  28-40  who 
are  equally  confortable  playing  sports 
or  enjoying  cultural  and  intellectual 
pursuits  to  share  friendship,  and  . . .? 
Box  161.  _ (22) 

SEEKS  ROOM  OFFERS  HELP 
Italian  woman  25  years,  in  Boston  from 
Jan.  '87  to  study  music  seeks  room  in 
gay/lesbian  house  preferably  artists 
Cambridge  area  in  return  for 
housework,  teach  Italian,  cook,  babysit 
or  other.  Contact  Sylvia  Klemm,  via  Ugo 
Bassi  15/B  00152  Rome,  Italy.  Tel 
06-5808339.  (23) 

GOING  MY  WAY? 

GM  seeks  M  or  F  travel  companion  for 
Jan. -Feb.  trip  through  Mexico,  C 
America,  to  Nica,  maybe  to  join  a 
brigade.  Interested?  Write  Mark 
O’Malley,  Brown  Box  4410,  Prov.,  Rl 
02912,  or  call  401-521-1957. _ (22) 

WANT  TO  RUN  PARALLEL? 

22yr.  old  LF  musician  w/cat  looking  for 
sensitive,  self-sufficient,  interesting 
and  humourous  LF  who  likes  traveling, 
camping,  dinners  out,  quiet  nights,  old 
films.  Must  have  a  kind  and  thoughtful 
nature.  Let's  begin  with  friendship  and 
see  what  happens.  Send  letter  and 
photo. .  .or  just  letter. .  .Box  156  (22) 

MR.  LEFT 

GM  40  goodlooking  left  (socialist)  ac¬ 
tivist,  non-drinker,  into  good  friends, 
good  times,  good  safe  sex.  Seeks 
similar,  35-?  For  fun  &  intimacy.  Wants 
friend  &  lover.  Smkr,  but  will  quit.  R  U 
like  me,  looking  for  Mr.  Left,  commited 
to  love  and  struggle?  Providence- 
Boston  area.  Write  Box  153.  (22) 


CIRCULATION  SIDEKICK 

GCN's  busy  Circulation  Manager  needs 
some  help.  The  world  of  circulation  can 
be  yours!  You'll  do  loads  of  boring 
repetetive  office  work.  Think  of  it  as  a 
form  of  meditation.  A  couple  of  hours  a 
week  will  do,  anytime  during  the  day, 
any  day  of  the  week.  Some  office  skills 
required.  For  more  information,  call 
Marcos  at  426-4469. _ (C) 

INDEXER  NEEDED 

Our  “title  index"  (list  of  story  titles)  is 
falling  behind.  If  you'd  like  to  come  by 
and  help  update  it,  call  Mike  at  GCN, 
426-4469.  It’s  fun!  (looking  at  back 
issues). _ (C) 

PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL,  PLEASE 
Box  numbers  74,  78,  79,  94,  -  the  world 
awaits  your  reply!  _ (C) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AUDITIONS 

for  TEN  PERCENT  REVUE,  the  gay  and 
lesbian  musical  by  Tom  Wilson 
Weinberg,  are  being  held  Friday  Dec.  12 
and  Friday  Dec.  19.  Male/female 
vocalists/performers  re  needed.  Call 
542-3622  for  information  and  appoint- 
ment.  _ (23) 

The  new  women’s  chorus  is  auditioning 
for  new  members  of  the  mid-voice 
range.  Small  collective  sings  a  capella 
songs  for  social  change.  Auditions 
Mon,  Dec.  8,  7:30  at  the  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Cambridge.  For 
more  info  call  646-5147. _ (22) 

EDITORIAL  HELP 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights:  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
iLoie,  426-4469.  (C) 

DIRECTOR  WANTED! 

New  play  in  town,  The  Lunch, 
seeks  F  Director.  Sensitivity  & 
exp.  with  Jewish  culture, 
transformational  theat.,  &  les¬ 
bian  issues.  Wild  &  focused 
spirit  a  must.  Call  Michelle  for 
int.  522-7377.  _ (22) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  exist  in  many  numbers.  We  meet 
for  support  &  networking.  We  welcome 
contact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian 
Daughters  of  Holocaust  Survivors  and 
would  like  to  be  able  to  connect.  Now,  a 
partners  group  has  also  been  formed 
for  women  who  are  in  relationship  with 
JLDHS.  Membership  is  not  dependent 
on  both  partners.  For  information,  write 
Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)321-4254. _ (25) 

ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  impaired  community.  Our 
TTY/TDD  number  is  (617)  426-0332. 
Typical  GCN  hours  are  10-6  pm,  M-F. 
Spread  the  word! _ (C) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
“special  attention"  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _  (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writig  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  or 
Marcos  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


WOMEN’S  CRAFT  MARKET 

First  3  weekends  in  Dec.  Sat 
11-5,  Sun  12-5  at  186  Hampshire 
St.,  Camb.  Grand  opening  Dec. 
6,  Doorprizes!  Also  seeking  new 
craftswomen  to  join  us  -  Call 
321-0950  for  information.  (24) 


PUBLICATIONS 

New  publication:  Kink  Konfidential. 
Safe  but  hot:  shaving,  SM,  bondage,  TT, 
enemas,  fetishes  etc.  Free  ad:  TR 
Witomski,  41  Bonaire,  Toms  River,  Nj 
08757. _ _ _ (20) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly.Q 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN.  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues:  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (61 7)  625-7885.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  'off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

HELP  WANTED 


Th«  Fabulout 


SO/ROCH  t  ROlt  BfiflD 


are  looking  for  an  experienced  lead 
guitar/keyboards/vocalist.  Must  have 
own  equipment,  exp.  w/touring  &  music 
arranging;  easy  w/character-acting.  On¬ 
ly  professionals  apply.  Send  resume, 
audition  tape  &  pic.:  20  Cumberland, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110.  Final 
deadline:  1/15/87.(415)821-3534.  (25) 

AIDS  SECRETARY 

Boston  Dept,  of  Health  &  Hospitals. 
Duties  include  typing,  word  processing, 
answering  phones  for  program  respon¬ 
sible  for  control  of  infectious  disease 
in  Boston  inc  AIDS,  TB,  Hepatitis,  etc. 
$15-17,000  +  benefits.  Call  (617) 

424-5916.  (23) 

DISABLED  LESBIAN  NEEDS 
ATTENDANT 

Personal  care  for  disabled  Lesbian  art 
therapist.  $140  clear  for  48  hr  shift/$210 
clear  for  72  hr  shift. 

I  am  paralysed  from  the  neck  down.  I 
need  attendants.  I  prefer  to  hire  Les¬ 
bians.  Most  women  who  work  for  me 
stay  an  average  of  1-2  years.  This 
means  I  need  to  fill  at  least  2  or  3  posi¬ 
tions  a  year.  I  need  women  now  and  will 
need  more  women  over  the  next  year.  I 
need  women  who  will  be  my  body  and 
help  me  do  my  art,  accompany  me  on 
speaking  engagements,  write  for  me, 
help  me  draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me, 
dress  and  toilet  me,  all  under  my  direc¬ 
tion. 

If  you  have  a  drivers  license,  are  able  to 
lift  110  lbs,  are  a  light  sleeper,  non 
smoker,  reponsible  and  able  to  follow 
directions,  and  are  interested  in  learn¬ 
ing  new  skills,  please  call  Connie  Pan- 
zarinoat  524-0921. _ (30) 


GCN  JOB  OPENING 

GCN  is  seeking  a  CIRCULATION 
MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER.  Begin 
1-3/87.  Research  and  write  news  stories 
of  int  to  nat’l  readership.  Coordinate 
wkly  mailing  of  paper  by  volunteers, 
process  subs  and  renewals.  Requires 
writing  skills  +  abil  to  work 
w/deadlines,  interpersonal,  org  recor¬ 
dkeeping  skills.  Knowledge  of  data  en¬ 
try  and/or  computers  helpful. 

Position  requires  familiarity  w/gay  and 
lesbian  community;  commitment  to 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism, 
anti-racism,  and  collective  decision 
making;  awareness  of  class  issues. 

Sal  $180/wk  +  4  wks  pd  vac.  complete 
helath/life  ins.  Resumes  to  GCN 
Circ/Writer  Search,  167  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111.  Lesbians  and  gay 
men  of  color  particularly  encouraged  to 
apply. _ (C) 

GCN  JOB  OPENING 
GCN  is  currently  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  a  Design  Director  (available  on 
or  before  Feb  1.,  1987).  Establish  overall 
design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on 
production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to 
volunteer  artists)  front  cover, 
centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book 
supplement  graphics,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  graphic 
design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type 
specifications,  knowledge  of  printing 
techniques  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred. 

Salaries/Benefits:  $1 80/week  and  fully 
paid  health  and  life  insurance,  sick 
time  and  four  weeks'  paid  vacation. 
Each  position  offers  the  staff  member 
responsibility  for  his/her  own  job,  with 
some  flexible  hours  and  ample  room  for 
innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to  GCN 
Search  Committee,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 

ADVERTISING  SALES 
Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing 
advertising  for  the  nation’s  premiere 
gay/lesbian  newsweekly,  GAY  COM¬ 
MUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high 
commissions,  leads  and  staff  support. 
If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising 
Manager  at(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to 
GCN,  167  Tremont  Street  Boston,  MA 
02111. _ (C) 

GRAPHIC  DESIGNER/MANAGER 

Design  and  manage  publications  using 
Apple  LaserWriter  Plus.  Will  train 
qualified  person.  Part-  or  full-time.  May 
work  at  home.  $10/hour  plus  profit  shar¬ 
ing.  Can  provide  3  months  housing  at 
Beverly  Harbor  townhouse  for  person 
relocating.  For  appointment:  (617) 
922-0728.  (22) 


STATIONARY  STORE  MANAGER 

Management  consultant  opening  new 
store  offering  copying,  desktop 
publishing,  time-management  training 
to  Government  Center  clientele.  Will 
consider  partnership  with  qualified  per¬ 
son.  Can  provide  3  months  housing  at 
Beverly  Harbor  townhouse  for  person 
relocating.  For  appointment:  (617) 
922-0728. _ (22) 

MOVERS _ _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826  (IS.Sto) 


From  $18 /hr.  I 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 


236-1848 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


_ 0) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 
Liscenced  and  Insured  MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 


_  (15.3) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322  7373  Pat 
_ (VI  4.26) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
**16  years  of  quality  service** 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
"Call  661-0550  Anytime** 
_ (V14.32) 


•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM  No  phone  ads  accepted. 

NAME _ - 

STREET _ _ _ _ — APT - 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 

Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 

Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can  t  read  them. 


Category: 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

.50 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classif  ieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  - 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  - 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  - 

SUBTOTAL  =  - 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 

10%  = 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15%  = 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20%  = 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payme.'.t  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5  00  = 

Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


I 

I 

I 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

INMAN  SO.  —  JAN  1 

F  or  GM  for  small  apt  w /  2  LFs.  No  cats, 
no  smoke  in  apt.  Humor,  $  responsibili¬ 
ty  &  neatness  helps.  Maybe  share  food. 
$185+  util.  Sara/Loie  628-4382,  Loie 
426-4469. _ (C) 

BE  AT  HOME  ON  DEC.  1! 

LF  sks  1  resp.  friendly  feminist  for 
relax,  homey  2BR  Dav.  Sq.  apt.  $285  + 
No  pets,  smk,  drg,  min  ale.  12  steppers 
esp  Q.A.  welcome.  Susan,  623-3376.  (22) 

ARLINGTON 

Feminist  and/or  lesbian  woman  wanted 
for  lovely  duplex  with  IF,  1M.  Deck, 
fireplace,  close  to  pond  and  MBTA  — 
646-7968. _ (22) 

WARM  EVERETTE 

2LF  seek  3rd  (25  +  )  for  3BR  apt.  in 
Everett  Sq.  $200/mo  (heat  incl.)  3  cats, 
no  more  pets.  Sense  of  humor/absurd 
welcome.  Nr.  bus  and  Orange  Line.  Ann 
426-4469  (day),  387-5831  (eve.)  (C) 

L  cpI  seek  3rd  LF  to  share  3  bdrm  apt  in 
Everett.  Close  to  bus/T.  Smokers  okay, 
no  drugs,  no  pets.  Must  be  considerate, 
quiet.  $222+  util.  Available  now.  Call 
389-1396,  Iv.  mssg. _  (22) 

RUSTIC  SETTING  IN  SOSH  AREA 
LF  50+  sks  LF  to  share  3brm  hse  in 
Pemb  nstld  in  pines.  14  secs  to  bch,  10 
min  to  xway.  Ideal  for  ertve,  artsc  prsn. 
400  incs  util.  293-2267. _ (23) 

1  bdrm  available  in  Mission  Hill  Rox 
Crossing  area.  Eat-in  kitchen.  Share 
bath.  Rent  $1 75/mo  heat,  hot  water  inc 
+  util.  For  1GM/GF.  Call,  445-4582.  (22) 
COTTAGE  ON  POND 
Seeking  Les/femst  —  30s  —  to  share 
supportive  smoke-drug-alcohol  free 
home  in  Wellesley  nr.  rt  9.  Ouiet,  clean, 
respons.  Cat  OK.  $350  +  .  Call 
Charlotte,  522-4971.  Avail  Jan  1,  (24) 

DORCHESTER  —  FC 
Prof.  GBM  sks  roommate.  Non-discrim. 
Lge  space  inc  priv  LR  +  BR,  plus  Ige 
communal  area.  Sks  working  prof  who 
respects  privacy  +  is  friendly.  $300  + 
Vi  util.  +  sec  dep.  Avail  now.  Contact 
Willie,  265-6417  between  6-8PM  or  early 
AM. _ (22) 

REASONABLE  RENT 
Prof.  GWM  sks  same  to  share  2  bdrm 
bsmt  apt,  Brook/Bri  Ine.  Nr.  Clev  Cir,  2  T 
lines,  laundry,  off  st  pk.  No  drugs.  Avail 
Jan  1.  $250  mo  inc.  all.  Imo  sec  dep  + 
1st  mo  rent.  Call  739-1811  to  9:30PM. 
(23) 

LESBIAN  FEMINIST  COOP— JP 

needs  2  LFs  to  join  in  beautiful  apt  near 
orange  line.  Share  food,  resp,  chores. 
No  smk,  cats,  drg,  min  ale.  Let’s  create 
a  home.  $267 +  .522-2921. _ (23) 

CAMBRIDGE 

LF,  26,  seeks  F  for  2  BR  Camb  apt.  Non¬ 
smoking,  semi-vegetarian,  politically 
progressive.  Sunny  apt.,  quiet  street. 
$325+  utils.  876-7538. _ (23) 

NASHUA  NH,  IDEAL  LOCATION 
Prof.  GWM  39,  has  master  bedrm  with 
walk-in  closet  for  rent.  You  pay  Vi 
$590/mo  rent  +  Vi  util.  Ready  now.  Call 
Paul,  882-7746,  6-1 1PM. _ (22) 

CAMBRIDGE/SOMERVILLE  LINE 
LF  &  st.  M  seek  L/Bi/St  F  to  share  large 
three  bdrm  apt  in  2Fam  house.  Min. 
alch/drugs.  No  smoking  in  apt.  Sorry, 
no  pets.  Responsible  and  easy  going. 
Call  Deb  or  Arman  at  354-0903  (eve.) 
Rent  300+  avail.  1/87. _ (22) 

LITCHFIELD,  N.H. 

Share  a  small  house  in  rural  setting 
with  me  (LF  farmer),  my  dog  Emma,  and 
cat  Madeline.  $200/month  includes 
utilities  (80%  wood  heated).  Complete 
with  large  yard,  compost  bin,  pond  & 
waterfall.  Available  now.  Short  drive  to 
both  Manchester  &  Nashua,  and  only  1 
hour  from  Boston.  Call  Peg: 
603-883-7555.  (24) 

L40  &  2  cats  seeks  mat.  resp.  woman  to 
share  spacious  somerv  apt.  1st  fir  of 
hse  wash  dry  in  hse.  Conv  to  Port  & 
Davis  Sq  T.  Available  Dec  or  Jan  275  + 
util.  No  smkrs  &  no  mr  pet.  625-4298.(22) 

INMAN  SQUARE 

2  LF  seek  3rd  for  Inman  Sq.  row  house. 
$220+  util.  Want  coop  household, 
sense  of  humor.  Non-smoker  preferred. 
Available  now.  Leave  message  for  Liz: 
354-8371, _ (22) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  turn  2  bdrm  apt  in 

Boston.  Near  T.  Pkg  avail,  laundry,  pool, 
garden.  Must  be  neat/resp.  No 
smokers/pets.  $375  incl.  heat.  536-0147 
(22) 


VICTORIAN  GAYS 

2L  &  2GM  sk  5th  for  indep.  supportive 
hshold  in  JP.  Must  be  communicative  & 
resp.  Prefer  30 +  .  We  live  in  Victorian 
mansion  with  4  frplcs,  8  ft  windows, 
huge  rms.  Nr  Jam.  Pond.  300-  utils. 
524-7390;  522-3538;  522-8786,  or 
524-4892. _ (22) 

Roommate  wanted.  Over  25  compa¬ 
nionable  gay  male  to  share  clean, 
modern  home  in  quiet  neighborhood 
with  GWM  48.  No  smoke,  drugs.  Pet 
OK.  Minimal  rent.  POB  262  Franklin, 
MA  02038. _ (22) 

2  LF  sk  3rd  for  newly  est.  big  sunny 
newly  renvtd.  JP  apt.  Yard  &  porch.  Nr 
T.  Want  to  create  warm,  feminist  home. 
No  smk  pis.  For  ASAP.  $250  +  . 
524-7959.  Day,  Leslie,  273-1700  x  4359. 
(29) 

NEW! 

LESBIAN  &  GAY  NORTH  OF  BOSTON 
ROOMMATE  EXCHANGE 

Looking  for  a  roomate  or  tenant  on  the 
North  Shore?  Let  us  help  you  make  the 
right  choice!  Confidential/reasonable 
fees/convenient  Salem  location. Call  to- 
day!  1-617-741-2557. _ (19,21) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Dorchester:  2nd  fir  6  rm  2  bdrm  full 
rnvtn:  New  kitch/bath/flrs.  Safe  ownr  oc 
bldng.  $575/mo  no  util.  Russo, 
282-1 196,  eves  after  7. _ (23) 

Dorchester:  Sunny  5  rm,  eat-in  kit,  2nd 
fir,  ownr  occ  hse  on  Meetinghouse  Hill. 
$500  +  .  Avail  1-1-87.  265-5653.  (24) 

SOMERVILLE  PROSPECT  HILL 
2BR,  LR,  DR,  hdwd  firs,  high  ceilings, 
renovated,  prefer  women,  non-smokers. 
$700/mo.  +  util,  avail  Jan  1st.  Call 
625-5986. _ (23) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (26) 


RESORTS 


TRAVEL 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  Street 
at  Boston’s  Park  Plaza 


(E) 


Ride  Wanted 


vmy 


HOUSING  WANTED 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Woman-only  space  in  Vermont.  Cozy 
mt.  Inn.  Wood  fires,  delicious  veg. 
meals.  Horseback  riding.  X-country  ski 
from  our  door.  Downhill  nearby.  Farm 
animals. Solstice  celebrations.  (802) 
533-7772.  RFD  Box  2260,  E.  Hardwick, 
VT  05836. 

_ (26) 

“KEY  WEST  SPLENDOR” 
SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 
"Tropicaly  perfect  -  Perfectly  tropical" 
(The  Gay  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure:  Spindrift,  1212  Simonton,  Key 
West,  FI  33040.  (305)296-3432.  Helen- 
Hostess. _ (14.17) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECK’ER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
bay,  open  year  'round.  487-9029,  25  Win- 
throp  St.  Provincetown  MA  02657.  (20) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 
The  down-home  place  of  your  dreams 
in  north  country  New  Hampshire. 
Cross-country  ski  from  our  back  door, 
warm  up  in  the  hot  tub.  Down-hill  ski¬ 
ing,  sleigh  rides  &  skating  nearby.  You 
owe  yourself  a  visit  to  the  Highlands 
Inn.  (603)  869-3978.  Box  118G 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  Grace  &  Judi,  In¬ 
nkeepers^ _  (34) 


SERVICES 


SPANISH  PROGRAM  FOR  WOMEN 

Study  Spanish  in  Cuernavaca,  Mexico. 
Live  with  Mexican  family.  Learn 
politics,  history  and  culture  of  women 
in  Mexico  through  experience  and  inter¬ 
change.  February.  Write  Neighbors/ 
Sisters,  Box  92,  Hallowell,  ME  04337.  (1) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women’s  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-5173  (28) 

ST.  THOMAS  RESORT  CONDO 
Experience  an  American  Paradise! 
Delux;  spectacular  beach  and  views. 
Brochure-owner  discount  (401) 
847-7482.  426B  Forest  Av,  Middletown, 
Rl  02840.  (22) 


Waiter/bartender  for  hire  for  privare  par¬ 
ties  or  caterers.  Will  also  set-up,  greet 
guests,  assist  with  cleanup.  648-7411 
(24) 

RAINBOW  WOMYN  DECORATORS 
492-6040 


TO  MAINE 

Ride  for  1  from  Boston  area  toward 
Ellsworth  area:  12/19  or  20.  Return  12/25 
or  26.  Loie,  426-4469  (w)  or  628-4382  (h). 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


^0  all  those  who  in  ANO  OUT  OF 
Prison  fight  against  their  bondage] 

UuMfMtar  Ptlton  Utmolrt  of  »n* 

- rnmrnnm 


[Left  Bank  Books  sends  FREE] 
I  (donated)  books  to  prisoners  and  also! 
I  gives  35-40  percent  discounts  onl 
I  specific  titles.  Write:  BOOKS  FOR] 
PRISONERS,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St.,| 
Seattle  WA  98101.    *  1 

I  Prisoners  can  request  a  FREE 
|  subscription  to  East  West  by  writing 
|  East  West,  Dept  P,  Box  1200,  17  Sta- 
]  tion  St.,  Brookline  Village,  MA  02147J 


ACHOO! 

Ind  frndly  allergic  F  sks  elec  htd,  hdwd 
firs,  no  smoke/pets  in  2-3  br  mod  apt  or 
estab  liv  sit  approx  $300  —  or  F  to  look 
with  —  Kim  623-8747 _ (20) 

POSITION  WANTED 

PUBLICATIONS,  PROMOTIONS, 
SPECIAL  EVENTS,  ADVERTISING 

GCN's  promo  homo  has  to  tottle  along, 
jobwise.  I  would  be  happiest  in  jobs  in  . 
the  general  categories  above,  but  new  II 
adventures  welcome.  Have  many  skills  ] 
to  offer  and  much  initiative  to  carry  out 
projects.  Best  at  organizing,  both  peo¬ 
ple  and  events.  Need  a  “progressive 
place”  to  be  my  dyke  self  or  willing  to 
train  (employers!).  Call  please,  with 
leads  and  ideas.  Catherine  at  426-4469. 
_ (C) 

CARPENTERS 

Looking  to  hook  up  with  crew  or  in¬ 
dependent  carpenter.  Good  experience, 
own  tools,  excellent  references.  Still 
need  to  learn  a  lot  of  things.  Call 
Charlie,  437-0850. _ (23) 

EXPERIENCED  SEC’Y  AVAILABLE 
If  your  sec’y  is  going  on  vacation  &  you 
need  competent  temporary  office 
assistance,  I  am  available  June-Sept. 
Many  years  of  office  work:  medical, 
legal  &  other.  I  currently  do  the  outside 
typesetting  for  GCN.  Call  Vicki, 
522-5529;  leave  message. _ (50) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (V14.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_  (VI  4.32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (14J) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI  5.23) 

CONCORD  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi-sexual  men  on  Fri.  at  7:30  pm. 
For  more  info,  call  Gay  Info-line  of  N.H. 
at  (603)  753-9533. _ (V14.18) 


PRISONER  READERS/WRITERS! 
Your  “messages”  to  the  GCN 
Prisoner  Project  and  paper  do  NOT  | 
need  to  be  typed!  (This  doesn’t  mean 
we  print  everything  we  get,  since 
some  things  have  been  said  many 
times  and  needn’t  be  repeated  again  | 
and  again.  But  don’t  let  not  having  a 
typewriter  stop  you  from  letting  us 
hear  how  you  feel.  THANX! 


Can  you  put  my  name  in  the  “needa 
letter”  group,  please;  and  don't 
hesitate  to  send  a  few  old  tattered 
paperbacks  if  you  have  any  extra. 
Thanks.  Patrick  EARL,  20149-148  Mo¬ 
jave,  Box  1700— BCS  1,  Phoenix  AZ 
85029. _ 

HELLO,  CORPUS  CHRISTI!  I’ll  be 
paroling  to  your  city  in  March  1987. 
I’m  in  excellent  shape:  mind  and 
body.  I  have  a  job  and  family  waiting, 
but  would  like  to  meet  someone  gay! 
Please  write.  A  Brent  EARLS,  Box 
600,  44604,  Canon  City  CO  81212. 
Boyish  gay  prisoner,  gr/a,  fr/p,  needs 
dad  for  serious  relationship,  visits. 
Jeff  GAMBORD,  C-26865,  Box  1902-A, 
Tehachapi  CA  93561. _ 

I’d  like  to  write  someone.  That  last 
|  time  I  received  a  lot  of  tetters  from 
people  that  seemed  only  interested  in 
talking  sex.  Talking  sex  is  okay  (I’m 
writing  a  book  about  it!)  but  I  don’t 
think  I  could  base  a  corresponding 
friendship  on  smut  letters.  Jery 
RAGLAND,  17324-009,  Box  1000, 
Seagoville,  TX  75159. 


I  would  like  to  have  a  friend  to  write.  I 
am  half  Indian,  enjoy  working  out 
with  iron,  and  am  kind  of  lonely. 
Ronald  BUSH,  206938-C-33,  Box  578, 
Crestview  FL  32536. _ 

I  am  not  a  lawyer  but  I  have  good 
working  knowledge  of  42  USC  1983 
suits  and  would  be  willing  to  help  out 
any  prisoners  for  free  who  are  allow¬ 
ed  to  write  other  prisoners.  Mark  P 
TURNER,  38616,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS 
66043 _ 

I’m  a  31  yr  old  transsexual,  pre-op, 
M-F.  I’m  looking  for  a  male  friend, 
someone  who's  easy  and  enjoys 
writing.  I’m  tall,  Black,  and  well- 
stacked.  I  enjoy  dancing,  cooking  and 
playing  tennis.  Michelle  ROBINSON, 
104374-03-0210,  Box  229,  Lawty  FL 
32058 


Whatever  your  feelings  about 
the  various  soltice  holidays, 
it’s  a  VERY  LONELY  time  for 
people  in  prison.  It’s  a  time 
when  some  kind  of 
‘message’  would  be  deeply 
(in  the  tummy,  honey!)  ap¬ 
preciate^ 


I  am  37  and  would  like  to  hear  from] 
women  in  the  outside  world.  My  hob-] 
bies  are  music,  poetry,  and  outdoor] 
sports.  Please  write.  Inez  HOGAN,] 
BF03155,  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines| 
FL  33024. _ 

I  am  looking  for  a  handsome  young  | 
lady  that’s  more  aggressive  and  also] 

I  who  has  a  very  nice  personality  and| 

I  who  is  very  intelligent.  I  love  bowling, 
movies  and  my  sign  is  Gemini. | 
Delvina  WHITE,  904-877,  Box  535, 
Jessup  MD  20794. _ 

Needed:  a  friend.  I  love  music,  quiet  | 
walks,  am  an  Aries  and  all  that,  and  I 
hate  to  fight  or  argue.  If  interested! 

I  write  to  Kathy  Jo  ELLIOTT,  18543,1 
| Wilson  B-933  lower,  Frontera  CA| 

91720 _ 

I I  am  looking  for  someone  that  is  I 

I  sweet,  understanding  and  wants  a  I 
]  lady  to  share  this  beautiful  world,  and 
that  is  not  about  game  playing.  Thank 
you.  Bertha  BATES,  151104  —  Box  24, 
PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  | 
|  33024 _ 

I  Black-lndian  stud,  Libra,  to  be  releas- 
|ed  in  Feb.  87;  call  me  ‘Bay-C’.  Let’s  I 
I  get  some  sexy  letters  going.  Thelma 
HUNTER,  904608,  Box  535,  Jessup  | 
MD  20794. 


|  22  yr  old  gay  prisoner,  currently  in  a 
battle  to  keep  getting  GCN,  would 
like  to  hear  from  someone  in  the  | 
Mich,  Ind,  etc.  area.  Enjoy  reading, 

I  music  and  the  outdoors.  Am  hearing  I 
impaired.  Ron  ROUSSEAU,  171281, 
2400  S.  Sheridan,  Muskegon  Ml] 

1 49442. _ _ 

hope  that  in  my  penpal  ad  I  find  | 
I  someone  to  share  some  relaxing  | 
moments  with  (unlike  in  here).  I  would | 
love  to  hear  from  gay  brothers  all  over] 
the  world  to  learn  the  differences  and  | 
similarities.  Thank  you  for  being] 
there.  Gene  HUGHES,  138183,  Box  97,  | 
iMcAlester  OK  74501. _ 

Aries  with  Scorpio  rising,  MC  Virgo,] 
moon  in  Cancer.  Ruling  planet] 
Saturn.  8"  cut,  very  large  stud  house | 
balls  just  full  of  yummy  cummy.  Ken¬ 
ny  (the  Stud)  MURPHY,  11673, | 
RO.B.1-D-9,  Huttonsville  WV  26273 
I  Tall,  handsome  muscular  Black] 
prisoner  would  like  to  correspond  I 
with  effeminate  gays  (TVs  okay  also)] 
The  more  fern  the  better!  Lester  | 
WOOTEN,  D-38174,  Box  4000 
|  (1-131-L),  CMF  So,  Vacaville  CA  95696  I 


_ Nia 

I  am,  if  I  must  labeT  myself  racially,  a| 
child  of  multi-racial  descent:  Indian, 
Black,  Spanish  and  white  (English).  I| 
lam  slim,  yet  shapely.  Among  my| 
goals  in  life  are  to  use  and  sell  some] 
of  my  poems/lyrics,  and  to  be  a| 
nightclub  singer  and  travel 
everywhere  and  learn  languages!  I’m] 
in  here  for  taking  several  hundred] 
dollars  out  of  an  old  lover’s  savings  | 
account  and  using  his  credit  card.  l[ 
hope  to  meet  someone  who  likes  dark] 
skinned  “ladies”  and  is  into  learning] 
and  education.  Gerald  Angelo  HERR- 
|  ING,  PO  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887 


Still  looking  for  Mr.  Right.  I  know"! 
you’re  out  there,  so  please  write.  I  am 
well  educated  and  well  hung.  Will  be 
released  in  June  87.  I  am  honest  and 
open  and  love  all  sorts  of  sports.  Your 
picture  will  get  mine.  Chip  SKINNER, 
36286,  4621  NW  45th  St,  Lincoln  NE| 
68524. 

Young  single  man  looking  to  meet] 
someone  who’s  gay  and  wanting  to] 
build  a  relationship.  Eddie  ANDER-] 
SON,  35824,  Box  1568,  Hutchinson] 
KS  67504 

I  find  the  need  for  expression  upon] 

I  me.  I'm  a  28  yr  old  Afro-amerlcan| 
male  who  seeks  to  platonically | 
escape  this  counter-productive  at¬ 
mosphere  with  letters.  Antoine  LOVE,| 

I  85A  6010,  Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011, 

|  Single  male  seeks  open  minded  gay 

|  man  for  correspondence  relationship. 

Robert  DALE,  044517,  Box  37,  Chat- 
|  tahoochee,  FL  32324. 


|  Gay  prisoner  would  like  to  meet  an 

]  write  other  gays.  Some  of  my  hobbie 
|  are  reading,  writing,  playing  ches 
|  and  just  having  a  great  time.  Corne 
|  JACKSON,  21177,  Box  900,  Jefferso 
|  City  MO  65102 _ 


Calendar  compiled  by  Terri  L.  Rutter 

GayCommunity  News 
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27  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  “Holiday  Spirits:  Good  or 
Bad?’’  Discussion  for  lesbian  couples. 
D.O.B.,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  $1  donation.  Info:  661-3633. 

28  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Neighborhood  GALA  holiday 
potluck  supper.  Info:  Carl,  497-2397  or 
Kathryn,  661-6896. 


Foodshare 

Hartford,  Conn,  lesbians  and  gay  men 
are  organizing  a  second  annual  "Help 
Feed  Hartford  Week"  from  Dec.  8-14  to 
benefit  the  Foodshare  Commission  of 
Greater  Hartford.  Donations  of  canned 
food  should  be  brought  to  a  Dec.  14 
reception  at  2  p.m.  in  the  Alumni 
Lounge  at  Trinity  College.  For  more 
details  call  John  Bonelli  at  (203) 
724-5043(h)  or  247-1 846(w). 


December  13 
to 

December  28 

13  Saturday 

Boston  —  Gay  Professional  Women’s  Holi¬ 
day  Party.  Computer  Museum,  Museum 
Wharf,  Congress  St.  8PM.  GPW  members 
free.  Guests:  $14.  For  women  only.  Info: 
Christine  Burton,  328-5685. 

Cambridge  —  Eyes  of  the  Birds ,  film  drama 
on  Uraguay’s  poltical  prisoners.  YWCA,  7 
Temple  St.  7:30PM.  $3.  Also  Sat.  &  Sun. 
Info:  625-9279. 

Cambridge  —  Storyteller  Doug  Lipman: 
“Hanukah,  Kwanza,  Christmas.’’  First 
Church  Congregational,  Harvard  Sq.  8PM. 
$6  at  door,  $5  in  advance.  Info:  391-3744. 

Somerville  —  Goju  Karate-do,  yoga  and 
Zen  meditation,  open  house  all  month.  In¬ 
fo:  628-0216. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  The  Performers  Ensemble 

premiers  “The  Smile  at  the  Foot  of  the 
Ladder.’’  Eliot  Hall,  7  Eliot  St.  Through  Jan 
3.  Info:  262-7441. 

Cambridge  —  “Being  Single  during  the 
Holidays,’’  a  discussion  for  lesbians. 
D.O.B.,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  Info:  Jean,  277-8150. 

Boston  —  “archy  &  mehitabel,”  a  jazz 
musical  to  benefit  AIDS  research.  58 
Berkeley  St.,  The  Paramount  Playhouse. 
8PM.  Info:  492-7933. 

Boston  —  Sechaba  Singers,  of  the  African 
National  Congress,  perform  traditional 
music  &  dance.  Emmanuel  Church,  15 
Newbury  St.  7:30PM.  $6.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  Benefit  for  ANC  &  All  People’s 
Congress.  Info:  424-1176. 

Cambridge  —  Benefit  dance  for  the  San- 
chin  Karate  School.  595  Mass  Ave,  4th 
floor.  8:30PM.  Karate  demonstration  at 
9PM.  Info:  666-0916. 


1931  photo  of  a  young  boy,  from  Before 
Stonewall,  16  tuesday 

Boston  —  Chemical-free  Party  (no  smoke, 
no  alcohol)  to  benefit  macrobiotic  scholar¬ 
ship  for  people  with  AIDS  &  ARC.  Interna¬ 
tional  Institute,  287  Comm.  Ave. 
6-10:30PM.  $12.  Info:  266-0314. 

Cambridge  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together 

Yuletide  Party.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Har¬ 
vard  Yard.  1-5PM.  Potluck  lunch  (no 
alcohol  please).  Free.  All  welcome.  Info: 
426-5472. 

Boston  —  “Thinking  About  Pornography,” 

a  slide  show  to  benefit  Linda  Marchiano. 
Clarendon  St.  YWCA,  rm  707.  4PM.  $5.  In¬ 
fo:  437-0421. 

16  tuesday 

Boston  —  New  England  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Veterans  Christmas  party.  Hill  House,  74 
Joy  St.  8PM.  All  veterans  &  their  friends 
welcome.  Info:  David,  871  -1 509(days)  or 
848-1616(eves.) 

Boston  —  “Say  it  Sister,”  with  host  Kate 
Rushin.  WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8PM. 

Boston  —  “Before  Stonewall,”  chronicles 
gay  community  from  1920  to  1970.  WGBH 
TV,  Chan.  2.  9-10:30PM. 


Sweet  Sue  .By  A.  R.  Gurney,  Jr. 
Directed  by  John  Tillinger.  Set  design  by 
Sonto  Loquasto.  With  Mary  Tyler  Moore, 
Lynn  Redgrave,  Barry  Tubb,  John  K.  Linton. 
At  the  Wilbur,  Boston,  through  Dec.  21. 

Sweet  Sue,  a  somewhat  enjoyable, 
quite  typical  Broadway  matinee  play, 
bears  the  most  remarkable  resem¬ 
blance  to  one  of  the  oldest  genres  of 
gay  male  writing:  “sexual  repression  is 
terrible  but  can  be  easily  cured  by  look¬ 
ing  at  a  cute  boy’s  butt.”  This  may  be 
news  to  the  ladies  of  Larchmont,  but  in 
the  gay  world  it’s  as  old  as  Donna 
Summers’  first  record. 

In  more  openly  gay  writing,  we  see 
this  story  in  Maurice  by  E.  M.  Forster, 
and  even  T.  Mann’s  Death  in  Venice 
(although  that  does  have  a  down-beat 
ending).  More  typically  this  theme  is 
submerged  by  having  the  sexual 
repression  settled  upon  a  woman 
character  —  Arthur  Laurents’  Time  of 
the  Cuckoo,  or  anything  by  William 
Inge.  Sweet  Sue  falls  into  this 
category. 

As  written  by  A.  R.  Gurney,  Sue  is  a 
woman  of  two  minds:  the  bright,  sunny, 
suburban  housewife  who  makes  a 
good  living  designing  cheery  greeting 
cards,  and  the  lonely,  somewhat 
repressed,  middle  aged  woman  who 
finds  herself  strongly  attracted  to  her 
son’s  college  roommate.  In  fact  Sue  is 
so  much  of  two  minds,  she  is  played  by 
Mary  Tyler  Moore  and  Lynn  Redgrave. 
The  bulk  of  the  play  is  about  Sue 
discovering  her  feelings  and  trying  to 
convince  Jake  —  also  twinned  and 
played  by  Barry  Tubb  and  John  K. 
Linton  —  to  pose  naked  for  her.  That 
way  she  will  lose  her  inhibitions  and  be 
able  to  express  herself.  He  does,  sort 
of;  and  she  does,  sort  of,  and  the  play 
ends  with  revelations  all  around. 

What  is  most  curious  about  Sweet 
Sue,  however,  is  that  Gurney  realizes 
the  gay  implications  of  his  younger 
man/older  woman  duet  and,  during  act 
II  has  the  young  man  insist  —  much 
too  often  —  that  he  is  straight.  Not  on¬ 
ly  is  this  caseload  of  denials  tainted 
with  homophobic  images  (antique 
dealer  jokes,  Fire  Island  jokes,  gay 
food  jokes),  it  calls  into  question  whom 
these  assertions  of  heterosexuality  are 
aimed  at.  Not  only  doth  the  laddie  pro¬ 
test  too  much;  there  really  isn’t  any 
reason  for  it. 

The  clue  here,  I  believe,  is  not  in  the 
play  but  in  the  audience.  Sweet  Sue  is 
clearly  promoting  itself  to  the  Manhat¬ 
tan  matinee  lady  crowd  with  its  subject 
matter:  titilation  and  tentative  self- 
awareness  is  a  reassuring  double-bill. 
But  a  large  part  of  the  show’s  appeal  is 
also  for  the  gay  male  audience.  Any 
review  you  read  of  Sweet  Sue  lets  you 
know  that  both  boys  are  nude  on  stage 
—  for  a  not  inconsiderable  amount  of 
time.  This  along  with  the  gay  appeal  of 
M.T.M.,  and  to  some  degree  Lynn 
Redgrave,  is  going  to  atract  what  New 
York  Times  critic  Howard  Tubman  us¬ 
ed  to  refer  to  as  the  “homosexual  ele¬ 
ment.”  By  having  this  twin  focus  in 
their  audience  outreach,  I  suspect  the 
show’s  producers  and  promoters  have 
decided  to  go  for  the  homosexuals,  but 
have  a  built-in  denial  to  any  suggestion 
that  the  show  is  "gay.”  You  can't  have 
it  both  ways,  though,  and,  like  its  dual 
protagonists,  Sweet  Sue  is  two-faced. 

—  Michael  Bronski 


Veterans  Christmas  party,  16  tuesday 


14  Sunday 

Boston  —  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  holiday 
concert.  Jordan  Hall,  New  England  Conser¬ 
vatory,  corner  of  Huntington  Ave.  & 
Gainsborough  St.  3PM.  $10,  8,  &  6.  Sign 
language  interpreted.  Info:  536-2412. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Disabled  Lesbians’  discus¬ 
sion  group.  1-3PM.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
Sign  language  spoken.  Info:  524-1890. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors’ 
gala  holiday  potluck  with  the  Freedom  Trail 
Band.  First  Church  Hall,  Centre  &  Eliot  Sts. 
4-7PM.  Info:  522-6090. 

No.  Conway,  NH  —  Gay  Men’s  Social 

Assoc,  monthly  social.  1-5PM.  BY0B.  Info: 
(603)  367-8304. 


18  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  GCN' s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  “Family  Ties  —  The  Lesbian 
Connection.”  D.  0.  B.,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  In- 
Jo:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Discussion  on  “Reclaiming 
Our  Bodies”  for  women  with  incest 
histories.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-9PM.  Info:  492-1818. 


19  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

20  Saturday 

Boston  —  Lesbian  holiday  potluck  supper 

156  Warren  Ave.,  South  End.  7:30PM.  In¬ 
fo:  D.  0.  B.,  661-3633. 

21  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Amethyst  Women  Solstice 

celebration.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  3-6PM. 
$4  more/less.  Drug-  and  alcohol-free  event 
for  women.  Sorry  no  childcare. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Neighbors  potluck 
brunch.  12-2PM.  Info:  492-4044. 

Boston  —  Gay  Community  Caroling. 

Arlington  St.  Church,  7PM.  Spaghetti 
Dinner,  9PM.  $5.  Info:  Jim,  437-5870  or 
Dignity,  536-6518. 

Boston  —  “Bridges,”  a  non-religious  pro¬ 
gram  for  remembrance  &  renewal,  with  the 
Gay  Men's  Chorus  &  gospel  and  Latino 
music.  Faneuil  Hall.  3PM.  Sign  interpreted. 
Free.  Info:  437-6200. 


GCN  mailing,  19  friday 


22  monday 

Cambridge  —  Narcotics  Anonymous  for 

women.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  Christian  worship  for  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community.  131  Cambridge  St. 
7PM.  Info:  523-7664. 

Boston  —  Kenneth  Anger,  John  Waters 
and  Russ  Meyer  film  shorts.  Chet’s  Last 
Call,  65  Causeway  St.  8:30PM.  $4.  Info: 
277-4618. 

23  tuesday 

Boston  —  “Say  It  Sister,”  progressive 
trivia  with  Jennifer  Abod.  WMBR  88.1  FM. 
7-8PM. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  22  and  under. 

D.O.B.,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Info:  661-3633. 

25  thursday 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  dairy/veggie 
potluck  brunch  and  discussion:  “Being 
Jewish  at  Xmas  time.”  Workman’s  Circle, 
1762  Beacon  St.  Non-gay  friends 
welcome.  Info:  782-8894. 
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